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Week Ending Friday, April 27, 1990 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Soviet Economic Sanctions Against 
Lithuania 


April 20, 1990 


We are increasingly concerned by news 
reports today of an economic crackdown in 
Lithuania. Although our information is 
sketchy, we are disturbed that this signals 
another unfortunate step in the pressure 
being brought to bear on Lithuania by the 
Soviet Union. 

The President has stepped up consulta- 
tions with our allies concerning appropriate 
responses that the United States should 
take. We expect these consultations, now 
underway through a wide array of diplo- 
matic channels, to be concluded early next 
week. At that time, President Bush will 
meet with congressional leaders to advise 
them of our consultations and to discuss 
possible courses of action. We continue to 
urge the Soviet Union to pursue a course of 
peaceful dialog in the hope that this matter 
can be resolved in a responsible manner. 


Statement on the Observance of the 
75th Anniversary of the Armenian 
Massacres 


April 20, 1990 


Throughout this century, the United 
States has had a special, enduring relation- 
ship with the Armenian people. Armenians 
around the world share with their friends in 
the United States a love of freedom, and as 
proud people, they have a strong commit- 
ment to the preservation of their heritage 
and culture. 

Their history, though marked by a 
number of tragedies, nonetheless reflects 
their faith and the strength and resilience 
of their tradition. Those tragedies include 
the earthquake of 1988 and, most promi- 
nently, the terrible massacres suffered in 
1915-1923 at the hands of the rulers of the 


Ottoman Empire. The United States re- 
sponded to the victims of this crime against 
humanity by leading international diplomat- 
ic and private relief efforts. 

The Armenian-American community now 
numbers nearly 1 million people. Those 
who emigrated to the United States and 
their descendants continue to make signifi- 
cant contributions to the betterment of our 
country in many fields of endeavor. 

On this 75th anniversary of the massa- 
cres, I wish to join with Armenians and all 
peoples in observing April 24, 1990, as a 
day of remembrance for the more than a 
million Armenian people who were victims. 
I call upon all peoples to work to prevent 
future acts of inhumanity against mankind, 
and my comments of June 1988 represent 
the depth of my feeling for the Armenian 
people and the sufferings they have en- 
dured. 


Remarks at a Republican Party 
Fundraising Dinner in Orlando, Florida 


April 20, 1990 


I know you're getting starved. I have to 
leave before the broccoli to go down to the 
Everglades. But I’m delighted to be here, 
and thank you, Governor. Let me pay my 
respects to Secretaries Brady, Mosbacher, 
Derwinski, and Skinner, four members of 
the President’s Cabinet; and to Ambassador 
Fred Zeder, who’s with us; and of course, 
the Governor that I mentioned. And it’s 
always good to see Senator Connie Mack— 
doing an outstanding job in Washington for 
you and for us. And of course, we're privi- 
leged to have also the distinguished leader 
in the Senate, Senator Al Simpson from Wy- 
oming, back here—the big, tall, skinny guy. 

What a great turnout by the whole Flori- 
da delegation—the Members of Congress. 
They’re doing an outstanding job. We could 
use even more. But we have a class Repub- 
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lican congressional delegation, and I’m 

- proud of them every single day. And I’m 
delighted to salute your State chairman, 
Van Poole, an old friend; and, of course, 
pay tribute to another horseshoe-playing 
friend of mine, Lee Greenwood, who did us 
honors here in the music a minute ago; and 
the indefatigable Armand Hammer, proper- 
ly here saluting his friend Alec; and Leo 
Nadeau, my tail gunner from way back 
when. And of course, I hope you'll under- 
stand if I salute the dinner chairman, Jeb 
Bush. You'll forgive a grandad one editorial 
comment: Didn’t George P. give a good 
speech? It’s nice to know that there’s at 
least one charismatic silver-tongued devil in 
the family. [Laughter] 

Speaking of happy events, I forgot to 
mention with the congressional delegation, 
I want to congratulate Bill Grant and his 
wife on the birth of their brand-new daugh- 
ter, Madison. Great happiness. 

And of course, my friend Alec, it’s good 
to see you. Here’s a man who breeds race 
horses for the same reason he works so hard 
for the party: only one place will do for 
Alec—first place. 

And finally, let me just say a word— 
Jeanie Austin, the cochairman of our party 
nationally—Floridian—she’s not here today. 
She’s out with all the State chairmen— 
doing an outstanding job, she is, and I also 
might mention, along with our great Re- 
publican National Committee chairman, 
Lee Atwater. Lee’s fighting spirit is certain- 
ly an inspiration to all of us. Everyone who 
knows him knows that this is one campaign 
he is determined to win. 

Bob pointed it out, but I found it very 
hard to stay away from Florida. And it’s not 
just the beaches: it’s the company, the de- 
termined optimism of Florida Republicans. 
You certainly have every reason to be in 
high spirits. After all, it’s here in the land of 
the sun and gateway to the stars that voters 
are rejecting the politics of the past. It’s 
here that you are pioneering the future of 
America—a Republican future. 

I believe, as Bob Martinez does, as 
Connie Mack does, as our Congressmen do, 
that we can build this future, a future with 
a cleaner environment, great strides in edu- 
cation, more opportunity, and streets safe 
from crime. And in Florida, you need a 
Governor with the same vision, who will 
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carefully balance the needs of nature and 
man, who will make the most of economic 
opportunity while protecting your special 
way of life. That’s the kind of Governor you 
want, that’s the kind of Governor you’ve 
got, and that’s the Governor you’re going to 
reelect this fall—Governor Bob Martinez. 

It is because of Republican leadership 
that Florida ranks number one in the cre- 
ation of new businesses and jobs, especially 
in high-tech manufacturing. But we call this 
the Sunshine State because of your quality 
of life. From the panhandle ali the way 
down to the Keys, Florida is a tropical jewel 
glistening with rivers and marshes and 
freshwater swamps and beautiful beaches 
and mangrove forests. And I intend to work 
with you to help you keep it just that way. 

Two weeks ago, the famous south Florida 
conservationist Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
celebrated her 100th birthday. And in her 
century, she’s seen the vast swamp prairie 
of the Everglades wither to half its size. 
She’s watched and worried as crocodiles 
and turtles and the Florida panther almost 
disappeared. She’s seen rookeries of wading 
birds, once counted in the millions, dwindle 
to mere thousands. She was the first, really, 
to sound the alarm. She made us realize 
that the Everglades is the heart of Florida. 
We must not let it die. 

Floridians want action on the Everglades, 
and you're getting it from Republicans be- 
cause the State of Florida was willing to set 
aside part of the land and because of the 
leadership of these, your Republican con- 
gressional delegation in Washington. Be- 
cause of that, I was able to sign into law a 
bill increasing the size of the park by more 
than 100,000 acres. Of course, more needs 
to be done, but we are determined that the 
Everglades will be everlasting. 

To protect our natural habitats will also 
require local leadership. As you know, I’m 
honoring Americans from all walks of life 
who are part of that constellation of volun- 
teers that I call a Thousand Points of Light. 
So, it was my pleasure this afternoon and 
again tonight to recognize our 122d daily 
Point of Light, Dr. Daniel Keith Odell, who 
lives right here in Orlando. You know, Dr. 
Odell, right here in this neighborhood, a 
marine biologist with Sea World, has been 
applying his knowledge to better the envi- 
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ronment by learning how pollutants can 
harm certain marine mammals. And he’s 
known locally for his efforts in the cam- 
paign to save the manatees. In both efforts, 
Dr. Odell is working to make Florida a 
better place to live. He is a Point of Light, 
like so many others here tonight. 

Still, it isn’t enough to preserve nature if 
our cities are filthy, the air we breathe foul, 
and our urban beaches desecrated. So, Flo- 
ridians also want action on a cleaner envi- 
ronment, and they’re getting it from Flori- 
da Republicans. 

You’re also getting action at the national 
level. In fact, as we head into Earth Day, I 
am pleased to announce that Tampa Bay 
will be included in EPA’s [Environmental 
Protection Agency] National Estuary Pro- 
gram. Under this program we will bring 
together Federal, State, and local agencies; 
citizens groups; and others to develop a 
plan to preserve and protect the aquatic 
riches of Tampa Bay. Now, this program 
will also allow us to coordinate and focus 
activities of many Federal agencies and 
fund environmental demonstration projects 
in Tampa. By working together, we can 
preserve and protect Tampa Bay. 

We will also preserve and protect other 
estuaries that today are also adding to the 
National Estuary Program: the Indian River 
Lagoon, also in Florida; Casco Bay, in 
Maine; Massachusetts Bays; the Barataria- 
Terrebonne Estuary Complex, in Louisiana. 

At the national level, too, we’ve been 
active on clean air. And as you know, I also 
proposed the first major revision of the 
Clean Air Act since 1977, one that uses 
market solutions to cut acid rain and smog 
and other poisons in our air. And this will 
mean cleaner cars, cleaner fuels, cleaner 
factories. And if Congress passes our com- 
promise proposal, it will mean cleaner air 
for America. 

Floridians also want to be safe from 
crime, and that’s another reason why they 
turn to Republican leadership. In Tallahas- 
see, Republicans have toughened prison 
sentences and added the prison space to 
enforce it. And in Washington, we worked 
closely with your great Senator Connie 
Mack, your House Republican delegation to 
pass part of our administration’s anticrime 
package. We share a simple philosophy: 


Prison sentences should be at least as tough 
as the criminals we convict. 

Congress has provided money for new 
prison space and more Federal law enforce- 
ment officers, but the Democratic leader- 
ship in Congress has left too much work 
undone on our violent crime package. And 
so, I call on Congress to recognize a truth: 
If the kingpins who deal drugs are dealing 
death, then let’s judge them for what they 
are—murderers. 

And Floridians want one thing more: to 
give your children the education they de- 
serve. Your business and education leaders 
are already working together to make Filori- 
da a world leader in math and science and 
computer education by 1999. What you 
want to do for Florida, I want to try to do 
for all of America. American students must 
be number one in math and science. Every 
American, every American adult, must be a 
literate citizen and worker. And every 
school in America must have a disciplined 
environment and, most of all, be drug-free. 
You see, education is critical to everything 
we are and can become, and that’s why I’ve 
declared a new era of education reform in 
America, focusing not just on how much 
money we put into the schools but on how 
well educated are the kids who are coming 
out of the schools. Republicans focus on 
quality, not just on quantity. And that’s why 
I brought all the Governors, as Bob said, 
together in an education summit in Char- 
lottesville. And that’s why I’ve promoted 
promising ideas like greater parental choice 
of schools and alternative certification of 
teachers. 

So, when it comes to social progress, from 
jobs to a cleaner environment to fighting 
crime or educating yet another generation, 
the party of Lincoln is leading America 
while America leads the world. 

Sadly, sadly, the other party has no firm 
principles and no new ideas to offer the 
world at this critical time. And that’s why 
Democratic voters and leaders are crossing 
over in record numbers. Forty-six elected 
Democrats in Florida alone have crossed 
over just since I was elected, and now I 
know that some political observers are busy 
trying to figure out the political calculus 
behind Bill Grant’s move to our party. Well 
I suggest they miss the point. Bill simply 
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shares the wisdom of Winston Churchill, 
who said that while some may change their 
principles for the sake of their party, a 
statesman will change parties before chang- 
ing principles. And it is because of his com- 
mitment to principle that Bill Grant is a 
Republican leader today, and that’s why he 
will be reelected along with these others in 
the fall. 

Nowhere have our principles been more 
effective than in the international arena. 
Bob was talking about that. Look at the 
results: In the Revolution of ’*89 we saw 
freedom dawn in Eastern Europe. And now 
we're close—so very close—to extending 
the compass of freedom across the Ameri- 
cas. Look at the map. There was once a 
dictatorship, a brutal one, in Panama. But 
the people spoke in a democratic election, 
and then came Operation Just Cause, and 
now the people rule in Panama. And 
they’re going to continue to rule. I might 
say, Connie, I wish we had more Senators 
like you, because we then would have 
passed long ago that money that we need to 
support the democracy in Panama and the 
democracy in Nicaragua. The Senate ought 
to move. 

We all remember there was once a mili- 
tant regime in Managua, but then came 
that election. Now the people are about to 
begin to rule in Nicaragua, just next week 
when Violeta Chamorro takes office. And of 
course, there is one last hardline holdout in 
the West—only one: Cuba. But I believe 
that, like its neighbors in every direction, 
Cuba, too, will join the ranks of free na- 
tions, making this the first totally democrat- 
ic hemisphere in history. It may not happen 
tomorrow. It may not happen next week or 
next month. But it will happen. The people 
of Cuba will be free. I will guarantee you 
that. 

These are historic times. These are histor- 
ic achievements. And it is Republican lead- 
ership that has brought us to this moment. 
But to continue to work for jobs and oppor- 
tunity and a better environment, a safer 
America and a free world, I need a Con- 
gress that will work with me, not against 
me. I will need partners in leadership like 
Bill and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Craig James 
and Andy Ireland and Cliff Stearns, just as 
Governor Martinez needs a Republican leg- 
islature in Tallahassee. As you know, we are 
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just four seats away from a majority in the 
Florida Senate. 

The political future of Florida and of all 
of America rests on winning these seats and 
reelecting Bob Martinez. The reason is 
simple, and it affects the voting rights of 
every Republican, every Independent, 
every Democratic voter. I am talking, of 
course, about the reapportionment of con- 
gressional districts after the 1990 census. 
We must not allow the Democrats to enact 
another gerrymander, a form of political 
manipulation that can also hurt every mi- 
nority voter in Florida. 

If the Democrats get their way, they'll 
again draw crazy, twisted lines that cut 
across communities, towns, and even streets 
without the slightest regard for the will of 
the people. So, remember this: In Florida, 
the difference between the party of big 
promises and the party of big achievements 
can be counted by four seats. We can 
bridge that difference. By working togeth- 
er, we can make sure that Florida will once 
again go Republican. 

Thank you all for all that you have done. 
Thank you for all you’re pledged to do—all 
the way down to the wire, to that victory 
night in November, a Republican victory. 
Alec, congratulations. Now, get to work 
Monday. Thank you all very much, and God 
bless you, and God bless the United States 
of America. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:17 p.m. in 
the Hall E auditorium at the Orange 
County Convention Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Secretary of the Treasury 
Nicholas F. Brady; Secretary of Commerce 
Robert A. Mosbacher; Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs Edward P. Derwinski; Secretary of 
Transportation Samuel K. Skinner; Fred M. 
Zeder, President of the Overseas Private In- 
vestment Corporation; Lee Greenwood, mu- 
sician and lead singer of the country music 
group Alabama; Armand Hammer, philan- 
thropist and businessman; Alec P. Courtelis, 
finance chairman of the Florida Republi- 
can Party; Leo Nadeau, crewmember in the 
aircraft President Bush flew in World War 
II; Representatives Bill Grant, Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen, Craig James, Andy Ireland, and 
Cliff Stearns. 
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Remarks at the Presentation of a Point 
of Light Award to Reef Relief and an 
Exchange With Reporters in 
Islamorada, Florida 


April 22, 1990 


The President. Well, Craig and Deevon 
Quirolo, and guests, I’m here this morning 
because I want to recognize the good work, 
the outstanding work, of Reef Relief of Key 
West, Florida, as the 123d daily Point of 
Light. 

After witnessing an alarming increase in 
the loss of coral reefs from anchors and ex- 
cessive ocean traffic, Craig founded Reef 
Relief, and today Quirolo and hundreds of 
other individual volunteers—they volunteer 
their time and effort to protect these envi- 
ronmentally sensitive areas off the Florida 
Keys. These volunteers install buoys to 
which boats can tie up as an alternative to 
dropping anchor. And volunteers also par- 
ticipate in community education, teaching 
the public how to preserve and care for 
these precious reefs. And through a pro- 
gram called Marine Debris, still more vol- 
unteers participate in cleanup efforts and 
water quality research. I applaud them and 
all the volunteers associated with Reef 
Relief for their dedication to protecting 
their environment. They continue to dem- 
onstrate that individuals can and do make a 
difference. 

And now’! want to present the letter— 
thank you, Governor. If I could just hand 
that off to you, sir, with great pride in your 
work and say how much the whole country 
appreciates this effort. 

Today on Earth Day and in the presence 
of a dedicated organization like Reef Relief, 
I’m also pleased to announce that I’m send- 
ing to the International Maritime Commis- 
sion in London my proposal to create an 
Area To Be Avoided to protect the entire 
Florida reef track from shipping traffic. The 
area will extend roughly 10 miles off the 
Florida coast and encompass the Florida 
reefs which lie 5 miles off the coast. The 
proposal, when implemented, will instruct 
all vessels carrying cargoes of oil or hazard- 
ous material and all other vessels greater 
than 50 meters in length to avoid transiting 
close to the reefs. 

The Exxon Valdez disaster has made us 
all painfully aware of the ecological devasta- 


tion which can result from a major oil spill. 
The Florida coral reefs are one of the most 
diverse ecosystems in the world and a 
unique national treasure. And protecting 
the reefs from damage both from vessel 
groundings and pollution is imperative. 

And I want to thank the Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, Admiral Paul Yost; Gover- 
nor Martinez, who’s worked on this; con- 
cerned Florida Congressmen such as Bill 
Lehman and Dante Fascell; and concerned 
citizens who are working together to pro- 
tect this beautiful and environmentally sen- 
sitive reef area. 

Thank you, sir, and well-done. The floor 
is yours. 

Mr. Quirolo. I'd like to say on behalf of 
Reef Relief that we’re very excited about 
receiving this award for this Point of Light. 
And we’re very excited that the coral reefs 
of the Florida Keys have taken notice up in 
Washington, and we’re assured that your 
judgment will give us future hope for the 
future of our living coral reefs. And I’m 
really excited about this because it gives us 
an open dialog between the actual coral 
reef down here in Florida and the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and I don’t think 
you can have a better partnership than 
that. And I feel assured that our future 
down here and the future of the reef will 
be in good hands. 

The President. And just so his constituen- 
cy will know that he faithfully fulfilled not 
only his conviction but what he and I both 
feel is an obligation for citizens to talk 
frankly to the President, he raised with me 
the very sensitive question of offshore drill- 
ing. I want to just know—— 

Mr. Quirolo. Good—thank you, sir. 
[Laughter] 

The President. And I told him there 
would be an answer very, very soon. And I 
didn’t think he’d be too disappointed. 


American Hostages in Lebanon 


Q. What’s the word from Syria? Will a 
hostage be released, do you know? 

The President. Look, I don’t want to con- 
duct a press conference here; but on that 
one, since the hopes of the American 
people have once again been raised, I can’t 
tell you that I’ve learned anything new this 
morning at all. I’ve not talked to General 
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Scowcroft [Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs]. We'll be over there 
to do that right now before we go off once 
again to the flats out there. But I’ve not 
heard anymore about it, and so, I just don’t 
want to be a part of raising the hopes of the 
families and then not have something 
happen. And I’ve said that for the last 3 
months while this understandable specula- 
tion has been going on. So, I wish I could 
tell you, but there isn’t any news that’s 
been brought to my attention this morning. 
But let’s hope, because this was one of the 
days that’s been singled out where there 
might be some action. 

Thank you all. 

Q. How will you respond to that, Mr. 
President? You talk about good will beget- 
ting good will. 

The President. Too hypothetical, Charles 
[Charles Bierbauer, Cable News Network]. 
We've got to see what happens, and I’m 
talking about release of all the hostages. We 
want every American held against his will, 
her will, released wherever they may be. 
And that’s the ground rules, and that’s the 
bottom line. And so, let’s hope there’s some 
action, but there’s no point of my speculat- 
ing. Put yourself in the place of these fami- 
lies: one day there’s a picture of one of 
these hostages; the very next day it’s an- 
other. I don’t consider that a very good way 
to deal with the emotions and the prayers 
of families, frankly. So, I can’t contribute 
any more to it. 

Off we go. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:05 a.m. on 
Cheeca Lodge Beach. 


Remarks in a Telephone Conversation 
With the Earth Day 20 International 
Peace Climb Team 


April 22, 1990 


The President. Hey, Jim, can you hear me 
okay? 

Mr. Whittaker. Hello, Mr. President, I 
sure can. 

The President. Well, listen, I think back 
to our meeting in January, and here you are 
back at extraordinary heights. But listen, I 
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wanted to simply send greetings on Earth 
Day to you and, frankly, to all the climbers 
with you from the United States, China, and 
the Soviet Union. And you know, reaching 
the top of Mt. Everest in the name of peace 
and understanding reminds all of us on this 
special day that there is no task that’s too 
great for the human spirit; and that means, 
as you reminded me when I last saw you, 
working together to help the environment. 

So, thank you for what you’re doing. I 
also want to congratulate your team on its 
very practical goal of cleaning up the debris 
that’s been left by previous expeditions. 
That will set a great example for the whole 
world, especially from your unique vantage 
point there. So, we wish you well. In a 
sense, I wish you were here as one of the 
great leaders to help celebrate Earth Day. 
But I think what you’re doing is significant 
and important, and I think it will send a 
great signal to all of us wherever we may 
be on the blessings of a sound environment. 
So, keep it up, and please give my best to 
everybody that’s with you. 

Mr. Whittaker. Well, thank you very 
much, Mr. President. You put it very well. 
We’re celebrating Earth Day here on the 
mountain with a great cleanup effort, and 
especially on this Earth Day. 

We’ve got camp 6 in. We're about ready 
to push to the summit. So, I figure about 
the first week of May we'll be standing— 
the climbers from each country—on the 
summit. And so, we'll be celebrating that 
event as well. 

The President. Let me ask you a practical 
question. When I was flying airplanes a 
thousand years ago, they made us put an 
oxygen mask on at 10,000 feet. And here 
you are at what—right this minute—17,500? 
Question: How are you breathing? 

Mr. Whittaker. That’s correct. We’re at 
17,500. We’ve been climatized quite well to 
this elevation, but we’ve got some climbers 
now at the camp 6 at 27,300 feet without 
bottled oxygen. 

The President. Oh, for heaven’s sake! 

Mr. Whittaker. It’s amazing what the 
body can do. 

The President. Well, it certainly is. Well, 
listen, keep up the great work, and thank 
you for taking time for this little interlude. 
But I hope it sends a message worldwide, 
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not only the significance of what you're 
doing but of the importance of Earth Day. 

Mr. Whittaker. Thank you very much, 
Mr. President. And thank you for being 
part of the team, and we'll sure tell every- 
body here how much you support us. 

The President. Okay. And you come back 
to the White House and let me know how it 
was in reality there. 

Mr. Whittaker. You bet. We'll come back 
and have a nice chat in the Rose Garden at 
a good, low elevation. 

The President. Okay. Good luck. Over 
and out. 

Mr. Whittaker. Thank you very much, 
Mr. President. This is base camp, Mt. Ever- 
est. Over and out. 

The President. Loud and clear. That’s 
wonderful. Well done, men. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:15 p.m. from 
Tarpon Flats in Islamorada, FL. 


Remarks to Participants in the 
Columbia River Gorge Earth Day 20 


Rally 
April 22, 1990 


The President. Hello, Ed. Greetings to 
you and, certainly, to Governor Booth 
Gardner. Can you hear me all right? 

Listen, we just wanted to wish you well. 
My respects to the Governor, who was so 
helpful on this education conference and 
now taking a leadership role for the envi- 
ronment. And I want to welcome all. I un- 
derstand you have an enormous group 
there assembled to celebrate Earth Day. I 
don’t think you could have chosen a better 
location for this celebration. The Columbia 
River Gorge is so beautiful—its natural 
beauty—that it makes a perfect setting to 
celebrate your commitment to protect, pre- 
serve, and enhance our national heritage. 
So, to all assembled, my greetings. 

The focus on Earth Day better enables all 
of us to build on our own successes—and 
there have been many—and acknowledge 
that so much yet remains to be done. We’ve 
got to integrate the goal of a strong econo- 
my with that of an improved environment, 
and we don’t have to trade off a lot of jobs 


in order to protect and preserve. Having 
said that, by working together through 
public and _ private partnerships and 
through government at the local, State— 
and, yes, plenty of involvement from the 
Federal level—and then through individuals 
like you gathered in this extraordinary am- 
phitheater, we can really make a difference. 

It takes you all—dedicated individuals, 
committed, courageous—to make that dif- 
ference. Like Frank Lockyear of Wilson- 
ville, Oregon, who was named by us, by me 
as President at the White House, as the 
118th Point of Light. He founded on his 
own, ReTree International, and his tireless 
work has resulted in over a million trees 
planted around the world. Thanks to Frank 
and the thousands of people like him, even 
more Americans will take part in building a 
better America. I really am confident that 
when we celebrate Earth Day’s 30th anni- 
versary, we will have a cleaner, a safer, and 
a healthier world. 

It might interest you to know that just 
this minute I hung up from talking to Jim 
Whittaker 17,500 feet aboard Mount Ever- 
est, up there to send a message of environ- 
mental purity by cleaning up the debris 
that was left by expeditions. And now I’m 
talking to all of you in the beautiful gorge, 
and I just wish you well. Thank you for 
setting an example for our entire country. 
God bless you all. 

Mr. Furia. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Thank you for honoring us and addressing 
the people gathered here at the Columbia 
Gorge. 

The President. Is this you, Ed, or is this 
Booth? 

Mr. Furia. No, it’s me, Mr. President. We 
had a little technical difficulty with the 
microphone. I was saying that you honor all 
of us, not just here in the Columbia Gorge 
but all of us participating in Earth Days 
across the country, by participating with us. 

The President. Well, listen, we’re proud 
of you, and I’m proud to have weighed in 
here. We’re going to keep up the interest 
from our end, and I hope that everybody 
there will find a way to involve himself or 
herself—or child—in protecting the envi- 
ronment and making this place just a little 
better for those that come on after us. 
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So, thanks, have a wonderful rest of the 
day, and thanks for taking the call. Over 
and out. 

Mr. Furia. Over and out. Ten-four. 

The President. You’ve got it. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:21 p.m. from 
Tarpon Flats in Islamorada, FL, via an elec- 
tronic hookup with the rally site. In his 
remarks he referred to Edward Furia, presi- 
dent of the rally, which took place at Co- 
lumbia River Gorge, WA. 


Statement on the Release of Robert 
Polhill 


April 22, 1990 


We are pleased at the news that Robert 
Polhill has been freed by his captors. We 
are obviously happy for him, his family and 
friends. We also wish to thank those who 
had a hand in the release, particularly the 
Governments of Syria and Iran, whose ef- 
forts have contributed to the release of this 
hostage. 

Our satisfaction at the release, however, 
is substantially tempered by the knowledge 
that seven other innocent Americans, as 
well as a number of foreign nationals, are 
still being cruelly held hostage in Lebanon. 
We cannot rest until all hostages are free. 
Once again, we urgently call on all parties 
who hold hostages or who have any influ- 
ence to work to obtain the immediate and 
unconditional release of the remaining hos- 
tages as a humanitarian gesture. 


Note: Robert Polhill, an accounting profes- 
sor at Beirut University College, was kid- 
naped by pro-Iranian terrorists in Beirut on 
January 24, 1987. 


Remarks on the Release of 
Robert Polhill and an Exchange With 
Reporters 


April 22, 1990 


The President. It’s marvelous, this com- 
munications here. I was out there, way out 


on the flats, and talked to our Ambassador 
‘ 
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in Syria, prior to his g>ing to the Foreign 
Ministry to greet our hostage, Mr. Polhill, 
and now sitting here with you all, and talk- 
ing to Mt. Everest and then the Columbia 
Gorge on the west coast. And I really think 
this modern-day communication is inspir- 
ing. And I want to take this opportunity to 
thank all at WHCA [White House Commu- 
nications Agency] who do this kind of thing 
for the President and, indeed, for many 
others day in and day out. I think it’s a 
marvelous example of their communications 
skills, and I’m very grateful. 

Having said that, they patched me 
through, before this meeting here, to talk to 
our hostage, Mr. Polhill, to talk to his wife. 
And then there was a little delay because I 


.also wanted to say hello to his mother, who 


is still here in the States, and I got her. And 
I guess what I would say is that the joy of 
this family knows no bounds. And I told 
them that Barbara and I sent our love, as I 
expect all Americans do. And I also told 
them that we were not going to forget 
these other hostages. I haven’t. I don’t 
intend to. 

I think it’s proper to thank the Syrians, 
who played an instrumental role in this, I 
understand. But this is mission uncomplet- 
ed. There are other Americans held against 
their will. And the Polhills, all three, men- 
tioned their concern about others. So, it’s a 
joyous day in that sense. But I will carry the 
burden of the other hostages with me until 
every single one of them is free, and I 
mean it. There’s not a night goes by that I 
don’t think about it. 

Q. Mr. President, what did Robert Polhill 
have to tell you? 

The President. Well, just that he was 
pleased to be free. I said I could hardly 
hear him, and he said that his voice was a 
little weak. But other than that, it was just 
joy at being released. And everyone in our 
country can understand that. 

Q. Did he have any report on the other 
hostages? 

The President. Norm [Norman Sandler, 
United Press International], I really didn’t 
ask him that, and I expect I'll get debriefed 
as soon as that whole process goes forward. 
I didn’t go into any of the substance or the 
details of the release with him or with our 
Ambassador. 
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Q. Mr. President, you said good will 
begets good will. Is this the sort of gesture 
from Iran of good will—— 

The President. 'm not looking for ges- 
tures. I’m looking for the release of our hos- 
tages. And by our hostages, I mean all of 
them. But in terms of good will, I must say 
in my heart I have good will toward Syria 
for playing an active role in this release, 
yes. 

Q. ——good will toward Iran. Marlin 
[Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary to the 
President] said the White House thanks 
both Syria and Iran. Do you have good will 
toward Iran? 

The President. To the degree Iran’s role 
is known in this. I can’t tell you I honestly 
know what it is. But I’d have good will to 
those who facilitated the release. If that in- 
cluded Iran, absolutely, because I meant 
what I said. But I can’t rejoice or say all is 
well until every single one of those hostages 
is out. 

This is a cruel process. You see pictures 
flash, loved ones getting their hopes up, and 
then some hopes are dashed. And so, it’s a 
very troubling process. I feel great joy in 
my heart, great happiness, but I also feel a 
great anxiety about those families who are 
separated from their loved ones still. 

Q. Mr. President, is there some good will 
gesture that you can return? 

The President. I'm not trying to think up 
any gesture. I’ve said right here what I 
think. I want all of those hostages out. 
We're not going to trade. I think our policy 
is sound. I think we have support from the 
hostage families. It’s very important to me 
that we do because I want them to know 
exactly how much anxiety I feel about their 
loved ones still being held. But we’re not 
going to change our policy. And we are 
going to say that we’re grateful to those 
that facilitate the return of Mr. Polhill, but 
there are seven other Americans that are 
held against their will. 

Q. Is this a test of your good will message, 
Mr. President? 

Q. Will you speak tomorrow with the 
leaders of Congress on Lithuania? 

Q. Is this a test? 

The President. Let me go here, and then 
I'll come back. 

Q. Is this a test for you, Mr. President? 


The President. A test of what? Every day 
hea 

Q. Of testing your good will gesture? 

The President. Every day is a test of my 
good will because I don’t have forgiveness 
in my heart as long as one American is held 
against his will and as long as one family has 
a broken heart. And so, we’re not into this 
mode of a test at all. It’s a joyous occasion 
that this family is reunited, but there are 
seven other families that are hurting, 
crushed every day by the burden of this. 


Soviet Economic Sanctions Against 
Lithuania 


Q. Mr. President, do you now know what 
course of action you will follow in response 
to the Soviet tightening of the economic 
screws in. Lithuania? And will the meeting 
with leaders of Congress be tomorrow? 

The President. Well, I don’t have any 
plans for a meeting tomorrow. It might be, 
but I don’t think that’s scheduled. And I 
can’t tell you I honestly have made that 
determination, no. 

Q. They have not already gone so far that 
you would act—— 

The President. I am not going to go into 
hypothetical questions. I’ve simply said all I 
want to say on that for now. 


Release of Robert Polhill 


Q. In thanking Iran for its apparent role 
in the release of Mr. Polhill, do you also 
hold the Iranians—— 

The President. Norm, I’m stopping a little 
short of that because I don’t know what the 
role is. 


Hostages in Lebanon 


any apparent role. Do you also 
hold the Iranians responsible for the other 
seven hostages? 

The President. 1 don’t want to assign 
blame, and I don’t want to give credit when 
I don’t know the facts. All I want to do is 
see those hostages released. 

Q. Mr. President, when you say all the 
hostages, you say all the American hostages 
need to be released. What about the other 
Western hostages? 

The President. 1 feel very strongly, par- 
ticularly about Terry Waite [Anglican 
envoy], that I’ve met, feel that I know. But 
look, it’s not a question of just American 
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hostages. I think you raise a good point. It’s 
a question of the immorality of holding hos- 
tages for whatever political end. It is an 
immoral practice, and it has to stop. And 
I’m pleased that we’ve seen this fascinating 
and wonderful development, but I can’t say 
that the burden is lifted—not from me but 
from the American people and from the 
rest of the families and for those who share 
my belief that it is brutal to hold man or 
woman hostage against their will. 


Q. Mr. President, is there any concern 
that without a return good will gesture to 
the hostage-takers or to Iran, for example, 
that this whole agonizing process just could 
be prolonged even further? 


The President. | don’t have that feeling at 
all. I think people that hold people hostage 
know the American policy. I hope there’s 
respect for the American policy. And I am 
not going to change the American policy. 


Q. Mr. President, why not go ahead and 
make the good will gesture if it might bring 
them home? 


Q. Do you have any idea why they might 
have released Mr. Polhill today? 


The President. No, I don’t. 


Q. Did Djerejian [U.S. Ambassador to 
Syria] give you any indication that the other 
hostages—— 


Q. Why not go ahead and make the good 
will gesture if it might mean the—— 


The President. I'm not making gestures. I 
don’t trade for hostages. I don’t go “ante 
up” one step and one another. I rejoice at 
this release. And the American policy is 
sound, and it’s not going to change. And I 
will thank those who facilitated the release, 
and that’s exactly the way it’s going to stay. 
And I feel the burden of these hostages— 
and I mean it—every single day. We say 
prayers about them every single night. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:25 p.m. on 
Tarpon Flats in Islamorada, FL. Robert Pol- 
hill, an accounting professor at Beirut Uni- 
versity College, was kidnaped by pro-Irani- 
an terrorists in Beirut on January 24, 1987. 


Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony 
for Ronald W. Roskens as 
Administrator of the Agency for 
International Development 


April 23, 1990 


Well, welcome to this very special occa- 
sion. Vice President and Mrs. Quayle; and 
Secretary Baker; Ron Roskens; Ambassador 
Reed, who'll do the honors in a minute; 
Members of Congress; and distinguished 
guests, it’s a great pleasure for me to wit- 
ness the swearing-in of Ron Roskens as the 
Administrator of AID. Jim Baker and I are 
very fortunate to have such an able person 
head this very, very important agency. 

Dr. Roskens brings proven leadership and 
valuable administrative experience to this 
job. Everybody here knows that. He was 
president of the University of Nebraska at 
Lincoln for a dozen years and before that 
held an important administrative and teach- 
ing post at the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha and at Kent State. Being a universi- 
ty president these days requires substantial 
diplomatic skills—{/aughter}—and I expect 
we'll be making good use of that talent as 
well. 

So, Ron, you take the helm at AID at an 
extremely important time. Around the 
globe, new democracies are being born, and 
nations are seeking to establish free-market, 
democratic institutions. And your important 
agency will play a vital role in nurturing 
such transformations and in sharing our 
knowledge and our skills worldwide. 

Today AID eperates in over 70 countries, 
extending America’s helping hand by assist- 
ing these fundamental economic reforms, 
improving our agricultural methods and our 
nutrition work, expanding access to basic 
education, providing humanitarian assist- 
ance, and many other tasks. 

And so, in this good work, I wish you 
Godspeed, and I’m delighted that a man of 
your standing is willing to undertake this 
terribly important assignment. 

And now we will get on with the ceremo- 
nies, Ambassador, if we could. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of 
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State James A. Baker III and Joseph V. 
Reed, Chief of Protocol at the Department 
of State. 


Proclamation 6118—National 
Volunteer Week, 1990 


April 23, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Henry David Thoreau once observed that 
“goodness is the only investment that never 
fails.” His fellow Americans have long 
agreed. Today millions of our citizens are 
carrying on a time-honored tradition of vol- 
untary service and giving—a tradition that 
is as old as the Nation itself. 

It was volunteers who won America’s in- 
dependence, and it was neighbors helping 
each other on the frontier who enabled our 
nascent Republic to develop into the great 
and mighty Nation whose strength and 
prosperity now extend from shore to shore. 
Indeed, volunteers have been a powerful 
force behind the development of our Na- 
tion’s laws and institutions ever since our 
ancestors first cradled the light of liberty 
and _ self-government. Volunteers have 
shaped our educational system; they have 
established and maintained our libraries 
and museums; they have helped to provide 
for the public safety; and they have fur- 
nished indispensable support to our church- 
es and other religious organizations. 

It is fitting that we pause to honor Ameri- 
ca’s volunteers each spring, as we celebrate 
this season of hope and renewal. Through 
their continuous efforts to strengthen and 
enrich our communities, volunteers not 
only bring hope to others but also renew 
our faith in the ideals upon which this 
Nation was founded. By reaffirming the dig- 
nity and worth of the individual and the 
power of collective action, volunteers help 
the United States to experience a “new 
birth of freedom” each day. Time and 
again, these generous and hardworking in- 
dividuals demonstrate that ours is, indeed, a 
“government of the people, by the people, 
~ and for the people.” 


This week we salute the millions of volun- 
teers who help to ensure that their fellow 
Americans enjoy freedom from injustice 
and freedom from fear and want. They are 
a force of nearly half of our adult citizens 
who devote their time to: uplifting those 
encumbered by substance abuse, homeless- 
ness, and illiteracy. They are older men and 
women who comfort chemically dependent 
“boarder babies” in our inner-city hospitals. 
They are young professionals who befriend 
AIDS victims or disadvantaged children in 
need of positive role models. They are cou- 
ples who counsel and shelter single mothers 
or foster children, and they are teenagers 
who collect canned goods for needy fami- 
lies. Because of dedicated volunteers like 
these, there is no problem in America that 
is not being solved somewhere. 


Whether expressed as small acts of kind- 
ness toward a neighbor or as a lifelong com- 
mitment to a noble cause, the goodness and 
generosity of the American people is one of 
our Nation’s greatest strengths. Thus, it is 
with great appreciation and pride that I 
salute the 80 million Americans who serve 
as volunteers. These individuals have 
moved us all by the strength of their con- 
victions; they have gently challenged us 
through their example of selflessness and 
concern for others; and they have shown us 
that any definition of a successful life must 
include serving others. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week of April .22 
through April 28, 1990, as National Volun- 
teer Week. I ask all Americans to join in 
saluting and thanking our Nation’s volun- 
teers, as well as the organizations that sup- 
port their efforts: I also encourage every 
American to take part in appropriate events 
and activities in observance of National Vol- 
unteer Week and in celebration of all that 
volunteers do for our country throughout 
the year. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 23rd day of April, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, 
and of the Independence of the United 
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States of America the two hundred and 
fourteenth. 
George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:51 p.m., April 23, 1990] 


Proclamation 6119—Loyalty Day, 1990 
April 23, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Our Nation is firmly rooted in the time- 
less ideals enshrined in our Constitution and 
so eloquently expressed in our Declaration 
of Independence: “We hold these truths to 
be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Cre- 
ator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pur- 
suit of Happiness.” The success of our great 
experiment in self-government is testimony 
not only to the binding truth of these 
words, but also to the determination of 
those who have ever since struggled to 
uphold them. Dedicated to these ideals, the 
United States has grown and prospered. It 
has withstood the test of time and the bitter 
crucible of war, standing as a model of free- 
dom and a source of hope for oppressed 
peoples around the world. 

Each May 1, on Loyalty Day, we remem- 
ber in a special way those Americans who 
have given their lives in defense of this 
country and the principles for which its 
stands. We also pay tribute to our veterans 
and current members of the Armed Forces; 
their bravery and desire to serve likewise 
reflect great love for others and genuine 
loyalty to the United States. 

Throughout the year, these outstanding 
men and women—and, indeed, Americans 
of all ages and from every walk of life— 
express their loyalty to our country through 
countless acts of patriotism and selflessness. 
By honoring their oath to uphold and 
defend the Constitution, military personnel, 
elected officials, and civil servants help to 
preserve our rich heritage of freedom. Stu- 
dents who recite the Pledge of Allegiance 
in school, and parents and educators who 
teach their children about our Nation’s his- 
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tory and system of government, help to 
ensure that this heritage is ever strength- 
ened and renewed. 

Today, we remind ourselves that the 
principles upon which our Nation is found- 
ed are worthy of our abiding faith and fidel- 
ity. Our allegiance to this Nation is pledged 
freely—indeed, proudly—because it is alle- 
giance to a noble ideal, one reaffirming the 
God-given dignity and worth of the individ- 
ual and the freedom He has envisioned for 
each of us. 

Over the years, our unwavering devotion 
to the principles of individual liberty and 
representative government has made the 
United States a light of hope and a place of 
refuge for millions of people around the 
world. We now take pride in knowing that 
the ideas planted on this soil more than 200 
years ago continue to inspire brave hearts 
in other lands. In countries that once suf- 
fered under the heavy shadow of totalitari- 
anism, freedom-loving men and women are 
beginning to enjoy the blessings of liberty 
and self-determination. Their triumph is a 
poignant reminder of the power of faith 
and the importance of our continued com- 
mitment to democratic ideals. 

As we observe Loyalty Day, let us reaf- 
firm our belief in the ideals enshrined in 
our Declaration of Independence and in 
our Constitution, so that we may continue 
to be one Nation under God, a Nation 
worthy of His continued mercy and favor. 
As Thomas Jefferson once noted: 


These principles form the bright con- 
stellation which has gone before us, 
and guided our steps through an age of 
revolution and _ reformation. The 
wisdom of our sages and the blood of 
our heroes have been devoted to their 
attainment. They should be the creed 
of our political faith, the text of civil 
instruction, the touchstone by which 
we try the services of those we trust; 
and should we wander from them in 
moments of error or alarm, let us 
hasten to retrace our steps and to 
regain the road which alone leads to 
peace, liberty, and safety. 


To foster loyalty and love of country, the 
Congress, by joint resolution approved July 
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18, 1958 (72 Stat. 369; 36 U.S.C. 162), has 
designated May 1 of each year as “Loyalty 
Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim May 1, 1990, as Loyalty 
Day and call upon all Americans and patri- 
otic, civic, fraternal, and educational organi- 
zations to observe that day with appropriate 
ceremonies. I also call upon all government 
Officials to display the flag of the United 
States on all government buildings and 
grounds on that day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of April, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 

George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:50 p.m., April 23, 1990] 


Remarks to the National Academy of 
Sciences 


April 23, 1990 


Apologies for being late. To the distin- 
guished members of the National Acade- 
my—all—and to Dr. Press and Dr. Ebert, 
Dr. Raven, Dr. Gordon, Dr. Blout—now we 
start on our side—Dr. Bromley—{laugh- 
ter|—Jim Watkins, a member of our Cabi- 
net, Admiral Truly, ladies and gentlemen, it 
really is an honor to be with you today. 

We stand at a very interesting time. And 
the advice and counsel of this academy has 
been really crucial to American Presidents 
for well over a century, and I’m proud to 
be the latest to come over here to say thank 
you. We also stand at a moment of won- 
drous prosperity, but our wealth goes far 
beyond the merely material. Ours is an in- 
tellectual prosperity, unprecedented in his- 
tory. For that and the health and security it 
affords this nation and the world, gratitude 
is owed to the men and women who have 
committed their minds and lives to science. 
Those devoted to such work—its patient 
searching, its passionate struggles—have en- 
gaged themselves in mankind’s most exalt- 
ed mission and the mind’s manifest destiny: 


the search for understanding. That’s what it 
all boils down to. 

President Lincoln established this great 
institution in the dark hours of our nation’s 
greatest crisis, which testifies to the endur- 
ing importance of scientific knowledge. In 
the years that followed, your academy has 
responded to urgent national needs in times 
of war and peace. When this magnificent 
building was dedicated, Calvin Coolidge 
predicted “a new day in scientific research. 
A new sun is rising,” he said. He was right. 
The awesome scientific advances of this 
century, many of which you’ve brought 
about, bring us ever closer to the under- 
standing that’s required of the universe, its 
origins, and our own. And science has told 
us a stranger and more wondrous story than 
myth might even have written for us. 

Fourscore and 10 or 20 billion years ago, 
the theory goes, it all began with a universe 
of energy and mass unimaginably hot and 
compressed containing everything that 
would become what we now see in the 
heavens. And then, science tells us, in one 
incomprehensively powerful instant, energy 
and matter of every kind exploded in every 
direction—or as a layman might explain it, 
somebody hit that cosmic baseball right out 
of the park. [Laughter] But while the pace 
of cosmic change may have begun with 
blinding speed and slowed down since, the 
pace of our scientific evolution has been 
rapidly accelerating, growing in intensity 
like a series of chain reactions in a critical 
mass of highly trained American grey 
matter, touching off scientific and technical 
revolutions in every direction. 

Today I wanted to come over here to 
outline the role that this administration is 
playing to advance those revolutions, be- 
cause-as the pace of science accelerates, I 
believe that government must keep pace 
and will keep pace. 

First, we’ve moved to. better integrate 
science and technology into the policy proc- 
ess. We’ve created an interagency working 
group that will more closely link science 
and technology—link their considerations 
with the policymaking process of the Eco- 
nomic and Domestic Policy Councils. My 
assistant for science and technology, Dr. 
Bromley, chairs this working group and par- 
ticipates in those Councils, advising them 
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on matters related to science and technolo- 
gy, as well as serving on the National Space 
Council. 
_ And we're also committed to greater 
cross-fertilization with talent from the pri- 
vate sector on issues ranging from pure re- 
search to manufacturing performance. So, 
this year we created a President’s Council 
of Advisors on Science and Technology— 
experts whose guidance I value and depend 
on. I’ve already had two meetings with that 
group myself. We'll also be looking for 
counsel from this academy’s new manufac- 
turing forum, just announced this month. 
We want to advance America’s tradition 
of innovation, and we intend to get the big- 
gest bang for the Federal buck. And this 
administration has also taken steps to rein- 


vigorate the Federal Coordinating Council. 


for Science, Engineering and Technology, 
in order to assure that the Federal invest- 
ments in R&D programs are closely inte- 
grated across these agency boundaries. 

In January we sent a budget to Congress 
that includes a record $71 billion for re- 
search and development—an investment in 
a stronger economy, a more secure nation 
and, indeed, a brighter future. Our adminis- 
tration is committed to investing in the 
future. It’s evident in the policies we’re cre- 
ating and the budget we’re calling for, with 
everything from a 24-percent increase for 
NASA [National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration] to our support of a major agri- 
cultural research initiative. 

To improve the international competi- 
tiveness of American industry and our over- 
all standard of living, .we’ve called for a 
permanent extension of the research and 
experimentation tax credit. And we're 
working to lower the cost of capital and 
clear away regulatory burdens so that indus- 
try can make the kinds of investment that 
the future demands. 

Along with the applied, market-driven 
knowledge so crucial to this country’s com- 
petitive future, let me reaffirm two other 
priorities: first—and I’m going to keep talk- 
ing about this one—math and science edu- 
cation. We understand that only with a new 
generation of scientists and engineers will 
your work and. America’s preeminence be 
assured. And so, we’re engaged in a broad 
initiative of reform and restructuring in co- 
operation with the States. It’s an effort that 
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began with our first-ever education summit 
with the Nation’s Governors last fall. And 
our goal is to make American students first 
in the world in science and math achieve- 
ment by the end of this century and to 
convince more women and minorities to 
study science. 

We’re providing a number of new incen- 
tives for students, like the National Science 
Scholars Program that I’ve proposed. We’re 
opening the doors of Federal laboratories, 
facilities, and agencies to students and 
teachers. Our budget increases funding by 
26 percent to over $1 billion for science, 
math, and engineering education, through 
the Departments of Education, Energy, In- 
terior, and others as well as the National 
Science Foundation and NASA. 

And today I ask our industrial and busi- 
ness communities to create new alliances 
for education, mobilizing more of this na- 
tion’s great technical resources for the sake 
of the future. We are committed to ensur- 
ing that America has the brainpower to 
remain at the forefront. 

A second priority of this administration is 
basic research, the historical wellspring of 
this nation’s well-being. Science must be 
able to continue seeking answers to our 
most fundamental questions. For such rea- 
sons, our budget calls for increasing funding 
for the U.S. Global Change Research Pro- 
gram by 57 percent to over $1 billion. And 
earlier this year, I reiterated my commit- 
ment to double the National Science Foun- 
dation budget by 1993. Today I want to call 
on Congress: Put our money where our 
future is. Put an increased National Science 
Foundation budget back on track. 

Today science and technology are assum- 
ing a broader and more interrelated role in 
human life than ever before, and they’re 
becoming forces for historical change. Satel- 
lites already help us study the Earth’s natu- 
ral systems and assess environmental 
threats, and the Mission to Planet Earth will 
further our work of global stewardship. But 
this past year, in the Revolution of ’89, 
we’ve also seen communication satellites, 
along with video cameras and VCR’s and 
fax machines, becoming a potent force for 
peace—both a product of science and a 
source of conscience—bringing the actions 
of nations before the eyes of the world. Pic- 
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tures from Poland and South Africa, scenes 
on the Berlin Wall—the eye of technology 
has proved more powerful than chisels for 
breaking down barriers; etching the idea of 
freedom on the psyche of humanity; and 
setting off a wondrous, hopeful, political 
chain reaction worldwide. 

It’s no accident that many of the individ- 
uals at the center of today’s worldwide po- 
litical revolutions share a vision of the 
future based on personal freedom, open- 
ness, and freedom of inquiry. These values 
are shared by our political system and by 
science alike. Science, like any field of en- 
deavor, relies on freedom of inquiry; and 
one of the hallmarks of that freedom is ob- 
jectivity. 

Now more than ever, on issues ranging 
from climate change to AIDS research to 
genetic engineering to food additives, gov- 
ernment relies on the impartial perspective 
of science for guidance. And as the frontiers 
of knowledge are increasingly distant from 
the understanding of the many, it is ever 
more important that we can turn to the few 
for sound, straightforward advice. 

The National Academy of Sciences is re- 
nowned for objectivity and immunity to 
partisan pressures. Your impartial guidance 
has been invaluable to American Presidents 
and to the American people for well over a 
century. So, I am confident that the mem- 
bers of this body, the most distinguished 
scientists in America, will continue the tra- 
dition that has been the academy’s hall- 
mark. On this I know we agree, because so 
many of our technical and _ scientific 
achievements have been the products of in- 
dependent minds. And if the Earth-moving 
events of 1989 reminded us of anything at 
all, it’s that complex bureaucracies and cen- 
tralized planning don’t work well in the 
governance of societies. We will not try to 
impc7e them on science. 

Just as entrepreneurs and small businesses 
fuel the growth of the American economy, 
the backbone of American science is its bril- 
liant array of individual investigators spread 
across the nation. Among so many, think of 
Chester Carlson, who invented the photo- 
copy machine in a little room over a Long 
Island pub, or Barbara McClintock, working 
alone, who made monumental discoveries 
in genetics nearly 50 years ago that the 


world began to understand only in the last 
decade. 

Look, of course, I can’t claim to compre- 
hend how science does its work. Like many, 
my scientific understanding has been influ- 
enced by those Gary Larson cartoons— 
[laughter|—like the one where, after de- 
tailed calculations, Einstein discovers that 
time is actually money. 

I’m not here as an expert but as a believ- 
er. And one of the best things government 
can do to support the magnificent creativity 
and energy of the American technical com- 
munity is to locate individual scientists with 
talent, furnish them with adequate re- 
sources and _ state-of-the-art instrumenta- 
tion—through agencies like our marvelous 
National Institutes of Health, the National 
Science Foundation, and then the Depart- 
ments of Defense and Energy and others— 
to help these investigators make progress. 

But there are also scientific challenges 
that, because of their unprecedented scope 
and importance, demand unusual support 
and international cooperation. Already, the 
European Space Agency, Japan, and Canada 
are making hardware contributions valued 
at more than $7 billion for Space Station 
Freedom, a key component of our Space 
Exploration Initiative. Combined with our 
total investment of about $19 billion, this 
will be the largest international R&D 
project ever undertaken. 

We're exploring new ways to encourage 
international cooperation on the big science 
projects, like mapping the human genome, 
global change research, and the supercon- 
ducting supercollider—a technological giant 
that will recreate the fireball of our origins 
and allow us to study forms of matter that 
haven’t existed since the birth of the uni- 
verse. 

There’s a vote coming up in Congress this 
week on that supercollider, so I’d like to 
call on the members to support that 
project, as well as our NASA budget. Only 
by doing so will we keep America on the 
leading edge of advancing human knowl- 
edge and pushing the limits of space explo- 
ration. 

Tomorrow morning the space shuttle is 
scheduled to lift into the heavens the most 
sophisticated celestial object that mankind 
has ever built—the Hubble Telescope—with 
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the power to see the ends of the universe 
and back to the birth of time. I understand 
it’s half a billion times more sensitive than 
the human eye. You talk about the vision 
thing—try on the Hubble Telescope for 
size. [Laughter] 

But on the southwest grounds of this 
great academy rests a bronze memorial to a 
scientist who helped define mankind’s un- 
derstanding of time and space, of matter 
and energy. Among the engravings on that 
memorial are words of wonder about the 
“joy and amazement” Einstein felt “at the 
beauty and grandeur of this world of which 
man can just form a faint notion.” Your 
work, the work of science, daily brings that 
beauty and grandeur into sharper focus. 

I’m blessed to be President at this fasci- 
nating time in the history of the world, in 
the history of our country. And as Presi- 
dent, I can assure you of this: My adminis- 
tration is committed to supporting you as 
you pursue the knowledge that illuminates 
the world, knowledge that will surely, 
ceaselessly continue to bring benefit to all 
mankind. 

Thank you very much for what you do, 
and God bless each and every one of you. 
Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:09 p.m. in 
the auditorium at the National Academy of 
Sciences Headquarters Building. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to Frank 
Press, James Ebert, William Gordon, and 
Elkan Blout, president, vice president, for- 
eign secretary, and treasurer of the acade- 
my, respectively; and D. Allan Bromley, 
Science Advisor to the President and Direc- 
tor of the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy. 


Remarks on Signing the Hate Crime 
Statistics Act 


April 23, 1990 


First of all, let me give a special welcome 
to the Members of Congress—Congress in 
session, taking the time to come down 
here—several here who were so instrumen- 
tal in the passage of this bill. Senator Simon, 


628 


Senator Hatch, Senator Metzenbaum, Con- 
gressman Conyers, Congressman Sangmeis- 
ter, Jack Brooks—Chairman Brooks, I 
should say, respectfully, to a fellow Texan— 
[laughter|—and to Barbara Kennelly, and 
members of the civil rights community, reli- 
gious leaders, and friends, welcome here. 
We join together to celebrate a significant 
step to help guarantee civil rights for every 
American: the passage and now the signing 
of the Hate Crime Statistics Act. 

When I first heard that this bill had 
passed both Houses of Congress, I thought 
of a photograph in the news recently. And 
it’s of the plaza near a Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, church where Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., preached during the ’55 bus boy- 
cott. And in that plaza stands a new civil 
rights memorial inscribed with the names 
of 40 brave Americans who died in the civil 
rights struggle, each one the victim of a 
hate crime. On the memorial’s wall, water 
cascades over the vow made by Dr. King on 
the steps of the Lincoln Memorial: “We will 
not be satisfied until justice rolls down like 
waters and righteousness, like a mighty 
stream.” 

His pledge is just as powerful today. We 
will not be satisfied. Justice for all has been 
the historic mission of the civil rights move- 
ment, and it’s a mission still to be fulfilled. 
Bigotry and hate regrettably still exist in 
this country, and hate breeds violence, 
threatening the security of our entire socie- 
ty. We must rid our communities of the 
poison we call prejudice, bias, and discrimi- 
nation. That’s why I’m signing into law 
today a measure to require the Attorney 
General to collect as much information as 
we can on crimes motivated by religion, 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation—the 
Hate Crime Statistic Act. 

One of the greatest obligations of this ad- 
ministration and of the Department of Jus- 
tice is the guarantee of civil rights for all 
Americans. As I said in my State of the 
Union Address, every one of us must con- 
front and condemn racism, anti-Semitism, 
bigotry, and hate not next week, not tomor- 
row, but right now—every single one of us. 
For hate crimes cannot be tolerated in a 
free society. 

We have vigorously prosecuted Federal 
violations involving hate crimes. We will 
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continue to do so. As we speak, 17 racist 
skinheads in Dallas are waiting to be sen- 
tenced by a Federal court for conspiring to 
commit hate crimes against Jewish, black, 
and Hispanic citizens. The mail bombings 
which killed a Federal judge and a NAACP 
[National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People] lawyer are being investi- 
gated tenaciously by Federal authorities. 
We will not rest until the cowards who 
committed these senseless crimes are 
behind bars. 

The Hate Crime Statistics Act is an im- 
portant further step toward the protection 
of all Americans’ civil rights. Our adminis- 
tration will work with Congress to deter- 
mine whether new law enforcement meas- 
ures are needed to bring hatemongers out 
of hiding and into the light of justice. And 
at the same time, by collecting and publi- 
cizing this information, we can shore up our 
first line of defense against the erosion of 
civil rights by alerting the cops on the beat. 


I’m pleased to announce today that the 
Department of Justice has established a new 
toll-free phone number for reporting com- 
plaints of these hate crimes. Those incidents 
that can and should be prosecuted will be 
reported directly to the appropriate Feder- 
al, State, or local agency for action. The 
faster we can find out about these hideous 
crimes, the faster we can track down the 
bigots who commit them. 


We must work together to build an 
America of opportunity, where every Amer- 
ican is free finally from discrimination. And 
I will use this noble office, this bully pulpit, 
if you will, to speak out against hate and 
discrimination everywhere it exists. 

Enacting this law today helps move us 
toward our dream: a society blind to preju- 
dice, a society open to all. Until we reach 
that day when the bigotry and hate of mail 
bombings, and the vandalisms of the Yeshi- 
va school and the Catholic churches we’ve 
seen recently, and so many other sad, sad 
incidents are no more—until that day, we 
must remember: For America to continue 
to be a good place for any of us to live, it 
must be a good place for all of us to live. 


So, you wouldn’t be here if you weren’t 
extraordinarily interested in the work of the 
United States Congress. So, I want to thank 
each and every one of you for coming. And 


now I’m pleased to sign the Hate Crime 
Statistics Act into the law. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:02 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his opening remarks, he re- 
ferred to Representative Jack Brooks, chair- 
man of the Judiciary Committee, and Rep- 
resentative Barbara B. Kennelly. H.R. 1048, 
approved April 23, was assigned Public 
Law No. 101-275. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Compliance 
With the Southern Africa Tripartite 
Agreement 


April 23, 1990 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Pursuant to the provisions of section 
417(c) of the Foreign Relations Authoriza- 
tion Act, Fiscal Years 1990 and 1991 (Public 
Law 101-246; 104 Stat. 72), I am transmit- 
ting herewith a report on compliance by 
the governments of the People’s Republic 
of Angola, the Republic of Cuba, and the 
Republic of South Africa with the Tripartite 
Agreement of December 22, 1988. 

Sincerely, 

George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Senators 
Robert C. Byrd, chairman of the Appropria- 
tions Committee; David L. Boren, chairman 
of the Select Intelligence Committee; Clai- 
borne Pell, chairman of the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee; and to Representatives 
Anthony C. Beilenson, chairman of the Per- 
manent Select Intelligence Committee; 
Dante B. Fascell, chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee; and Jamie L. Whitten, 
chairman of the Appropriations Committee. 


Message to the Congress Reporting 
Budget Rescissions 


April 23, 1990 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974, I herewith report 
three proposed __ rescissions __ totalling 
$226,883,000. 
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The proposed rescissions affect programs 
of the Departments of Agriculture and 
Commerce. 


The details of the proposed rescissions are 
contained in the attached report. 
George Bush 


The White House, 
April 23, 1990. 


Note: The attachment detailing the pro- 
posed rescissions was printed in the “Feder- 
al Register” of April 24. 


Nomination of James F. Blumstein To 
Be Administrator of the Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs 


April 23, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate James F. Blumstein to be 
Administrator of the Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs at the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget. He would succeed S. 
Jay Plager. 


Mr. Blumstein serves as a professor of law 
at Vanderbilt University School of Law in 
Nashville, TN. Prior to this, he served as the 
John M. Olin Visiting Professor of Law at 
the University of Pennsylvania Law School, 
1989; senior fellow at the Vanderbilt Insti- 
tute for Public Policy Studies, adjunct pro- 
fessor of health law at Dartmouth Medical 
School, and special adviser to the chancellor 
for academic affairs at Vanderbilt Universi- 
ty, 1984-1985; visiting associate professor of 
law and policy sciences at Duke Law School 
and Duke Institute of Policy Sciences and 
Public Affairs, 1974-1975; and director of 
the Vanderbilt Urban and Regional Devel- 
opment Center, 1972-1974. 


Mr. Blumstein graduated from Yale Col- 
lege (B.A., 1966), Yale University (M.A., 
1970), and Yale Law School (LL.B., 1970). 
He was born April 24, 1945, in Brooklyn, 
NY. Mr. Blumstein is married and resides in 
Nashville, TN. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting 
an Extension of the German 
Democratic Republic-United States 
Fishery Agreement 


April 23, 1990 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act of 1976 
(Public Law 94-265; 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), 
I transmit herewith an agreement between 
the United States and the German Demo- 
cratic Republic extending the agreement of 
April 13, 1983, concerning fisheries off the 
coast of the United States of America, as 
amended. The agreement, which was ef- 
fected by exchange of notes at Washington 
on January 16 and April 5, 1990, extends 
the 1983 agreement for an additional 2-year 
period, from July 1, 1990, to July 1, 1992. 
The exchange of notes, together with the 
present agreement, constitute a governing 
international fishery agreement within the 
requirements of section 201(c) of the act. 

US. fishing industry interests have urged 
prompt consideration of this agreement to 
avoid disruption of ongoing cooperative 
fishing ventures. I urge that the Congress 
give favorable consideration to the agree- 
ment at an early date. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 23, 1990. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With the National Association 
of Agriculture Journalists 


April 24, 1990 


Farm Policies 


The President. Thank you for that unique 
introduction—{laughter|—and I am—look, 
we're just delighted you’re here—Secretary 
and Cooper Evans telling me that they feel 
it’s most worthwhile. And then I was just 
picking the brain of my friend—brains, 
plural—of my friend Roger Porter; and I 
think he, too, has gotten something out of 
this. So, thank you for coming. 
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Unfortunately for me, this is a fairly short 
appearance. But I am glad that you're 
here—Clayton telling me this was your, 
what, 37th annual meeting. Your member- 
ship has covered food and ag issues that are 
absolutely vital. Given the press of today’s 
world, sometimes they may not be in the 
headlines in the paper every day, but 
they’re vital. 

And we do understand it, and frankly I 
am very pleased with the team that I have 
in this administration—agricultural team 
headed by Clayton Yeutter; in the White 
House with Roger Porter and Cooper Evans 
that know this subject well; and then in our 
trade field, one that Clayt knows so well, 
and Carla Hills and her people also keenly 
interested. So, I think I get good advice on 
it, and I think they hope I'll learn faster. 
But at least I feel comforted by the fact that 
our team is respected around the country 
and on Capitol Hill. So, I'll take this oppor- 
tunity to thank them. 

Just a quick word—Clayt said you’ve been 
very much interested in the farm bill. As 
you know—because I assume you’ve been 
given that green book that I have, and from 
that you'll see that we’ve forwarded some 
70 recommendations to the Hill. And they 
are intended to fine-tune that ’85 act, not 
dramatically change the underlying philoso- 
phy. And again, here, all of you are familiar 
with ag legislation. And I salute Clayton 
and the White House staff, too, because it 
isn’t easy. You’ve got a lot of competing 
interests up there on Capitol Hill. 

The ’85 act really provided, I think, a 
sound underpinning for the recovery in ag- 
ricultural America; and farm exports as a 
result, I think, have rebounded. Jotted 
down the figure—the low $26 billion in ’86 
to nearly $40 billion last year. In ’89, farm 
income overall hit an all-time high. That is 
good, but we intend to build on that 
progress, not relax, because we known some 
people are still hurting. 

You know, this is the Year of the Environ- 
ment. We’ve just concluded Earth Day, and 
I know. that there are some conflicting in- 
terests here. I happen to think agricultural 
America, like the rest of the country, is en- 
vironmentally conscious. But I also know 
there are some areas where there’s conflict. 
Clayton and Cooper were just over in the 
Oval Office talking to me about the wet- 


lands question. I am committed to no loss of 
wetlands. I am not committed to throwing 
people out of work. And so, we have to 
balance out some of these interests. And 
where the regulations have gotten exces- 
sive, let us know—you can’t, but your 
papers will, I’m sure—and we will try to see 
that we have a reasonable policy. 

But I think we all are committed to a 
sound environment, and the bill proposals 
would help preserve this environmental in- 
terest without placing an unfair burden on 
the farmer. And just to put you all at ease, 
it isn’t just agricultural America where 
we're trying to achieve balance: it’s through 
the whole Ohio Valley and other places 
where there’s a concern that we not end up 
with an economy in which there is no 
growth or where people are not able to 
achieve jobs. So, I guess it ends up on my 
desk to try to establish a proper balance, 
but here I’m told by your Secretary that 
we're getting good, strong cooperation from 
the farm communities on this question. So, 
we are proposing a stronger research pro- 
gram, frankly, that will help farmers and 
the Government make sound, and thus 
better, environmental decisions. 

Now, I know that some have expressed an 
interest here on the GATT [General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade]}—Roger whis- 
pered to me there’s some interest—and I'll 
be glad to take questions on Gorbachev, 
grain sales, and all of that. But, look, I rec- 
ognize, as I think many farmers do, that 
agriculture is one of the most distorted sec- 
tors of trade. In the last 40 years, GATT has 
been successful in leveling the playing field 
in industrial goods by reducing these distor- 
tive trade practices while, in the same 
period—let’s be very candid—we have not 
been successful, and certainly as successful 
as I'd like to see us, in leveling the playing 
field. There’s too much protection for agri- 
culture, and it’s almost doubled around the 
world. 

And I think I'll be meeting with EC 
today—is it Delors [European Community 
Commission President]P—I will be seeing 
him. And I will tell him what I’ve already 
said to him before as President and men- 
tioned to him as Vice President: that we 
have got to make progress on the agricul- 
tural section of our negotiations in this Uru- 
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guay round. So, we are not lightening up on 
that. There’s no tradeoff between industri- 
al—I see Clayt nodding; he’s been down 
that road, and he knows that’s true. But if 
you ask me do I feel comfortable about the 
progress we’ve made, the answer is no, I 
want to do better. I’m trying, but I recog- 
nize I’ve got to do better. 

So, those are some of the subjects. But let 
me just throw the meeting open to ques- 
tions, and please, you don’t have to restrict 
yourself to agriculture. Why don’t we go 
one, two for openers. 


Wetlands 


Q. As the “environmental President,” the 
people in Virginia, the farmers and the ag- 
ricultural community in Virginia, are won- 
dering how we can allow four agencies of 
the Federal Government to overrule and 
countermand each other in the wetlands 
issues—soil conservation will go onto a 
farm, improve the activities, even help put 
them in place. Years later, the EPA will 
come in, call them violation. The Army 
Corps of Engineers will come in and say, 
We don’t see any violation. And then the 
Federal wildlife people will come and say, 
Well, we’d like to have that wetland re- 
turned to a wildlife sanctuary. 

Now, how—this is really—— 

The President. The answer to your ques- 
tion—and you phrased it very well, indeed, 
because you're talking about the complexity 
of the Federal Government—is to do a 
better job. And the concern of the farmer 
has been brought to our attention—do a 
better job in eliminating some of these 
overlapping jurisdictional interests. 

I am committed to no net loss of wet- 
lands. I am not committed to decisions that 
take productive land out of production. So, 
I can only say I understand the frustration. 
We are trying to do a better job of getting 
these agencies to work together. 

You’ve got zealots in various levels of the 
bureaucracy. I think we can handle it 
pretty wel! at the top. The problem is, in 
some areas I think the conflict that you run 
into is at the very local level, where one 
agency will come in with a mandate and 
another will say, Well, we’ve got a different 
one. 

So, look, all I can say is, we will try very 
hard to get from the top on down in this 
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instance, in this case, the clarification that is 
needed so we avoid this frustration to the 
farmer. And I’m not happy with where it 
stands. 


Price Supports 


Q. We listened to Senator Bob Kerrey 
this morning, who is taking the lead in the 
Senate on program crops, price supports. 
He says that the recovery, which you men- 
tion, is very fragile and that in order to 
continue recovery that the support system 
has to be based on production costs; and 
that could be at least $12 billion, which is 
considerably higher than what the adminis- 
tration is proposing. He says if it’s not at 
least that much the cost in the future to 


make up for the problems that will be 


caused by not helping the farmers in pro- 
duction will be much greater. Can you 
speak to that? 

The President. No, | can’t. I believe in 
what we’re trying to do. And I get criticism 
all day long about this economy from liberal 
Democrats like Bob, whom I have respect 
in some fields—[/aughter|—and he’s enti- 
tled to his opinion. But I place my confi- 
dence in our Agricultural Department and 
in what we’re trying to do in the farm bill. 

I'll tell you what we do have is sometimes 
we have just a philosophical difference of 
opinion. We ran into that in the cam- 
paign—this supply management approach, 
and I’m not sure that’s what he’s advocat- 
ing, is not one I’m for. And I expect I'll find 
some advocates for the different positions 
sitting here, of people to whom you write. 
But I just have a different view than he 
does on this. 

Secretary Yeutter. Can I just add one sup- 
plementary. 

The President. Yes. 

Secretary Yeutter. ——comment very 
quickly, because this has come up, Mr. 
President, before, not only with Senator 
Kerrey but some others, by Members of 
Congress determining through themselves 
that farm incomes are directly related only 
to government financial assistance. 

Somehow or other, Senator Kerrey and 
others have forgotten that there is a market 
out there and that farmers get most of their 
income from the marketplace, and hopeful- 
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ly over time will get more of it from the 
marketplace. 

All of us, including the President and 
myself, are concerned about the farm in- 
comes. But that doesn’t suggest that the 
only way to increase farm incomes is to 
increase Federal subsidies. 


Economic Sanctions Against the Soviet 
Union 


Q. We understand that you are consider- 
ing some economic sanctions against the 
Soviet Union for what may or may not 
happen in Lithuania. I know you can’t 
make any announcements today—couldn’t 
give out information about it—but could 
you tell us whether you have ruled out—— 

The President. No, I can’t tell you what 
I’ve ruled in and ruled out, except one area 
that would be very—I mention this only 
because we’re all here today with agricul- 
ture as the matrix of this meeting. I would 
refer you back to statements I have made 
in terms of using grain as a_ political 
weapon. And I’m talking here, obviously, 
about the grain agreement with the Soviet 
Union. I am disinclined to accept any sug- 
gestions about using a grain embargo as a 
manifestation of our displeasure and our 
grief over what’s happening in Lithuania. 
So, I won’t say what I might do. 

I’ve just concluded a very interesting 
meeting with the bipartisan leadership of 
the Congress. And I will say this: that in my 
view, the meeting that we have just con- 
cluded exemplifies the best in bipartisan- 
ship and the best in consultation. Out of 
that meeting, different Senators and differ- 
ent House Members will have differing 
views. But I can tell you, not one single 
person there suggested that I change my 
position and use the grain deal or sales of 
wheat to the Soviet Union as a tool to try to 
change the Soviets’ minds on things. So, 
that will give you a sense of the meeting, 
anyway. But I have no intention of chang- 
ing my mind. 

What I have said on that ‘s if we ever 
reached a point in our trade relations 
where all trade was off, then I expect the 
farmer would understand. But to go back to 
the disastrous grain embargo that hurt us 
with our markets and hurt our farmers 
worse than I think it hurt anybody else, I’m 
simply not going to do that. 


Q. I have one of those famous two-part 
Washington questions for you. One, when 
will you share with the American people 
your decisions on Lithuania, since obviously 
the Soviet Government will know what 
your policy isP Do you think the American 
people should know it, too? 

And the second part of my—— 

The President. Would you like me to 
repeat it for you right here? 

Q. No, I mean on your decisions on what 
you’re going to do and the appropriate re- 
sponse to Lithuania. And part number two: 
You’ve spoken to the environmental initia- 
tives being in the farm bill. Is your adminis- 
tration willing to go beyond that and accept 
a suggestion such as a farmer should reduce 
use of agricultural chemicals that reduce 
erosion on environmentally sensitive land? 
Should they write 5-year programs in to 
reduce those certain problems? Should they 
keep records on pesticide use? 

The President. 1 would refer those ques- 
tions to my Secretary of Agriculture, and I 
will be heavily persuaded by what he tells 
me. On the first question, though, let me 
tell you that I will share with the American 
people my decision when I make the deci- 
sion. And you know that I have not decided 
what will be done. And this is a highly com- 
plex situation that we’re facing, and there’s 
a lot at stake in this situation. I don’t want 
to make—you know, remember Yogi Berra: 
“What happened? Why did you lose the ball 
game?” He said, “We made the wrong mis- 
take.” [Laughter] You got to think about 
that one. And I don’t want to make the 
wrong mistake. 

I may do something that is imprudent, 
but I’m encouraged by the consultation be- 
cause I feel that the American people do 
understand my policy. And that is to handle 
this situation as follows: One, make very 
clear that the American people feel that the 
independence and the self-determination of 
Lithuania is right—a part of our very fiber, 
a part of our very soul—the right to self- 
determination. And indeed, heartened as 
we are by democratic change in Eastern 
Europe, we would like to think that the 
Baltic countries, whose incorporation into 
the Soviet Union we have never recog- 
nized, would someday enjoy that freedom. 
So, that’s the hallmark of the policy. 
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Secondly, we are considering ways to en- 
courage the Soviet Union to go forward. 
The whole matter could be resolved today 
in this matter—that if they would begin a 
dialog, if they would discuss peaceful 
change in the evolution of freedom. And I 
would encourage right here the Soviet 
Union and the Lithuanians to go forward 
with dialog. Right now there’s a delegation 
from Lithuania in the Soviet Union, and 
let’s hope they can start talking. This has a 
great deal of potential for the freedom that 
we seek for the Lithuanians, and yet have it 
done in a way that is not egregious to the 
Soviet Union. And so, therein lies the 
answer. 

But in relation to your question—What 
are we going to do about itP—I will let the 
American people know and the Congress 
know when I decide to take certain action. 
And the decision has not been made. And 
once again, I’d like to say I wish you all 
could have been flies on the wall in the 
Cabinet Room, because the meeting on 
consultation was extraordinarily helpful. 
And I am very grateful—this is the first 
chance I’ve had to speak to the AP [Associ- 
ated Press] or the UP [United Press Interna- 
tional] or other reporters—very grateful for 
the spirit of bipartisanship, the frank discus- 
sion that took place and, indeed, the sup- 
port that I felt existed around the table for 
the approach that I am taking. 

And I think the American people are in 
support of that approach, and I say that 
with total appreciation for the strength of 
the feeling that Lithuanians in this country 
have about their own freedom. But I also 
am concerned about the freedom of Poland. 
I’m concerned about the evolution of free- 
dom in the other Baltic States, whose incor- 
poration we haven’t recognized. I am con- 
cerned that we not inadvertently do some- 
thing that compels the Soviet Union to take 
action that would set back the whole case of 
freedom around the world. 

So, it’s a very complex time, and that’s 
why I would respond to your question that 
I just will certainly announce it as soon as I 
have made any determination as to what 
steps should be taken. And I think you’d see 
that any steps we did take—if there was 
anything done, it would—most apt to be in 
the economic side. But I’m not going to 
give up on trying to get the Soviet Union 
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and the Lithuanians into a dialog. I think 
that’s a constructive approach; I think that 
that’s the approach that the American 
people and others around the world want. 
We've had extensive consultation with our 
allies and with friends in different parts of 
the world, and that approach is the ap- 
proach that I think would have universal 
support. 
Last one. 


Federal Deficit Reduction 


Q. Interest rates are still too high, too 
high—too high for industry as well as for 
agriculture. I think there’s a general feeling 
out there that Congress and the White 
House are dealing in gimmickry to bring 
the deficit down. There are not serious 
steps of reduction even after all is said and 
done. Outside of capital gains, are you con- 
sidering any other strategies to bring the 
deficit down? 

The President. What’s happened on that 
is we sent a budget proposal—some criti- 
cized it as having gimmicks. Congress, 
under the law, was supposed to have their 
budget proposals on the table by April Ist. 
Had a little time slippage on that. They will 
come forward at some point, and then we 
sit down and try to negotiate out the differ- 
ences and move this deficit forward. But 
I’m glad you mentioned it, because it does 
affect interest rates on every quadrant, 
every section of our economy, and some- 
thing needs to be done. 

I would also say that I am still very much 
concerned about the spending side of the 
equation. And that isn’t just in agriculture, 
it’s across the whole specter. I send up a 
special resolution to try to send a laser-like 
support for Nicaragua and Panama, and the 
next thing you know, we’ve added over a 
billion dollars’ worth of spending to that 
request. And next week it’s something else, 
and yesterday it was something else. 

So, I have to be the one, feeling as I do 
about the economy, that tries to constrain 
the excesses of spending. And some will say 
raise taxes, but what’s the point of raising 
taxes if it just opens the floodgates to more 
spending. So, we’re in a time period here 
where the Congress has the next move, and 
then I’m sure we’ll have a negotiation that I 
hope will lead to real reductions in this def- 
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icit. I am somewhat encouraged by the fact 
that the economy continues to grow. I am 
very encouraged by the fact that our deficit 
is significantly lower percentage of our 
gross national product than it’s been. But 
that is no argument to lessen our desire to 
get the deficit down. So, that’s about where 
we stand. 

Listen, thank you all very much for 
coming. Appreciate it. I appreciate your 
being here. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. in 
the Indian Treaty Room of the Old Execu- 
tive Office Building. In his opening te- 
marks, he referred to Secretary of Agricul- 
ture Clayton K. Yeutter; Cooper Evans, Spe- 
cial Assistant to the President for Agricul- 
tural Trade and Food Assistance; and Roger 
B. Porter, Assistant to the President for Eco- 
nomic and Domestic Policy. 


Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
the Associated General Contractors of 
America 


April 24, 1990 


This is what we call a cameo drop-by. It 
means you don’t have to listen very long to 
me speaking. But as I was walking over 
here, my friend Sam Skinner was out there 
trolling around Executive Avenue in the 
sun on this beautiful day, and I said, Come 
on, let’s go over and say thank you to the 
AGC. And that’s why he’s here, and that’s 
why I’m here. And I might say parentheti- 
cally that this knowledgeable Secretary of 
Transportation, in my view, is doing an out- 
standing job for our country. And I’m very, 
very pleased he’s here with me. 

I just wanted to come over really to say 
thank you for the support and urge your 
continued support on some matters that I’d 
like to just briefly touch on. But here’s an 
opportunity to visit with the national, State 
and, I’m told, local levels of the American 
General Contractors. 

Before I got involved in politics—and 
there are not many old enough to go back 
that far—but I, too, was in business. And I 
earned my livelihood with the skies as the 
roof—mine in the offshore drilling business. 


So, I have a special appreciation for the 
work of contractors, special appreciation for 
the work that you do, hard work that helps 
build something—build businesses and 
create jobs and provide opportunity and 
allow communities to grow and to prosper. 
So, this industry, the construction industry, 
can be proud of its most important role in 
the American economy. 

I can’t help but note a common denomi- 
nator among your firms, and that is family 
ownership in a lot of them. The U.S. con- 
struction industry has more than 400,000 
businesses ranging from really small mom- 
and-pop operations to substantial compa- 
nies, and virtually all are family-owned. 
That fact helps strengthen our families, 
frankly, our society fabric that I must con- 
fess that I worry about, Barbara worries 
about. And we are committed, this adminis- 
tration, as Sam knows so well, to enhancing 
the climate so that you'll have the ability to 
grow and to compete. 

And I will need your help and that of all 
Americans to weigh in on Capitol Hill. 
You're effective at that. I think your Sena- 
tors and your Congressman, because they 
know that you’re community oriented, 
listen to you. And we need your help in 
enacting what I think is an ambitious 
agenda to build a better America. And I'd 
be remiss, once again, if I didn’t say thank 
you for past support, including your efforts 
on this capital gains tax reduction initiative, 
as well as your help in bolstering a choice 
position, a family-strengthening position, on 
child care. 

You know, I get hit out there from Cap- 
itol Hill on a capital gains differential as 
being a tax cut for the wealthy. Well, if that 
were the case, why does Japan have a rate 
of about 5 percent, Korea 0, and other 
major countries that are coming along 0 
way of taxing capital gains? And so, they 
can call it what they want; I’m talking 
about jobs for the American people; and 
I’m talking about the incentive, if you will, 
to start businesses. And I’m going to stay 
with this fight. But your organization, your 
people here in Washington, as well as many 
of you, have been extraordinarily, extraordi- 
narily helpful; and I just want you to know 
we're going to not back off. 
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I know that your organization has been 
very interested in its zero-tolerance drug 
policy. You’re promoting this nationwide, 
I’m told, through 102 chapters; and we ap- 
plaud your emphasis on health and safety in 
the workplace. The drug fight—there’s 
some encouraging signs. Cocaine use of 
high school seniors moved dramatically 
down in 1 year. But we’ve just really begun 
to be engaged in this battle. And I am very 
grateful to what I call the Points-of-Light 
approach, which is a volunteer approach to 
helping pitch in and educate the young 
people of this country, to change the ethic 
in the entertainment business on cocaine 
use and drug use generally, and then to be 
supportive of our efforts on the curtailment 
of crime approach—being tough on these 
drug dealers. And you all have been with us 
on most of this, and I’m very grateful to 
you. 

Some of you might recall my memorable 
address that kept at least a third of you 
awake at your 63d annual convention in 
1982—{laughter|—when I was Vice Presi- 
dent. And I invoked President Johnson’s 
memorable quote: “We can either stand 
with the President or paint our tails white 
and run with the antelopes.” Well, he said 
it a little more graphically, but I would— 
[laughter|—you can picture it. [Laughter] 
But the tendency around here is—Sam, he’s 
the guy who has to go up to the Hill, and 
our other Cabinet members. I don’t have to 
do that so much. But there is this tendency 
when the going gets tough to look kind of 
like Custer out there. But you haven’t done 
that, and I’m very grateful for the fact that 
you have stood with us on some of these 
tough issues. 

So, now I’m here not as Vice President, 
with those memorable lines in mind, but as 
President to really again ask for that same 
steadfast support. I must tell you the 
number one objective domestically has got 
to be to keep this economy strong. And I 
am an environmentalist: I believe in leaving 
this Earth a little bit better than when we 
found it. But I’m also a believer that we’ve 
got to find a balanced approach so that we 
don’t say to a young man or a young 
woman coming into the work force, Sorry, 
we're in a no-growth mode today, and you 
don’t have a chance for a job. And so, it’s a 


balancing position, and I think this organi- 
zation—I am told by our pros around 
here—understands that. So I would like to 
ask for your same steadfast support as we 
work to strengthen this economy; keep it 
growing; and then enact our competitive- 
ness agenda, which will build an even 
better and stronger America. 

And that competitiveness agenda talks 
about research and R&D. It talks about 
education. It talks about leveling the play- 
ing field internationally, of course. And I 
think we’re making some progress there 
with our Japanese friends. I hope so. We'll 
know more very soon on that. 

So, I know that our work isn’t done, but I 
also know that I am President of the United 
States at perhaps the most interesting time 
in post-World War II history. And it is fasci- 
nating, the changes that are taking place for 
democracy and freedom. 

And I might say to those of you who are 
from southern climes here, and thus maybe 
feel a little closer to what’s happening in 
Central and South America, it’s very en- 
couraging what’s going on there. And I 
would like to avail myself of your ears and 
attention to say I hope that the Congress 
will move on my request for support for 
Panama and Nicaragua and do it soon. I 
asked that they do that back in March. I 
asked that the legislation be finished on 
April 5th. And tomorrow Violeta Chamorro 
is being sworn in as President of Nicaragua, 
and we don’t have that. 

We have a commitment now to help 
those democracies, and it fits into our 
budget. So, if you have any spare time, 
please call your friendly Senator and tell 
him to get going and get this legislation 
passed, because we are a symbol up here 
for these countries in our own neighbor- 
hood, our own front yard, if you will. And 
I'd like to have that legislation intact so that 
our able Vice President can report that to 
Mrs. Chamorro when he goes down there 
tomorrow. 

End of pitch. Thank you for your help. I 
hope you have a pleasant meeting in Wash- 
ington, and thank you so much for all 
you're doing. Thank you. 

Double jeopardy—you have to hear it 
twice. Sit down, please. [Laughter] | really 
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do have to go, but he asked me just to say a 
word because I know Lithuania is on your 
minds. And we just completed a very inter- 
esting and, in my view, productive meeting 
with the leaders of the Senate and the 
House over in the Cabinet Room just before 
lunch. 

It is an extraordinarily complicated situa- 
tion. There are no easy calls. I am deter- 
mined to make clear to the world that we 
have a stake, a fundamental stake, in self- 
determination for Lithuania. We have 
never recognized the incorporation of Lith- 
uania into the Soviet Union. So, we have no 
problem that some have—the Secretary 
General and some countries—of considering 
Lithuania a part of the Soviet Union, an 
integral part, and thus saying any concern 
we express about Lithuania is mingling into 
the internal affairs of the Soviet Union. We 
don’t have that dilemma because we never 
recognized the incorporation of Lithuania 
or Latvia or Estonia into the Soviet Union. 


Having said that, what I’m trying to do— 
and I have not made a determination exact- 
ly what I will do specifically on sanction 
approach that many are talking about— 
what I am determined to do is to try to get 
a dialog going, or see that the Soviets and 
the Lithuanians get a dialog going, so they 
can talk about and then decide upon the 
peaceful evolution of democracy in keeping 
with our age-old principle of self-determina- 
tion for people. 


And I don’t want to do something that 
would inadvertently set back the progress 
that has been made in Eastern Europe. And 
it’s been dramatic progress, far faster than I 
think any of us here—if we went to confes- 
sional—would say we could possibly see 
coming up. And so, it is delicate. And 
you’ve got to look at the real options. I’m 
old enough to remember Hungary in 1956 
and where we exhorted people to go to the 
barricades, and a lot of people were left out 
there all alone. 


And so, I will continue to articulate the 
view that we are committed to self-determi- 
nation of these Baltic countries and encour- 
age them to indulge in a dialog, both sides, 
that will result in this end being achieved. 
Gorbachev has indicated a willingness to do 
this. The Lithuanians have indicated some 


willingness to do this. Indeed, there’s a del- 
egation in Moscow today from Vilnius. And 
let’s hope that they can get together and 
start the discussion, because the progress 
that’s been made towards democracy in 
Eastern Europe is mind-boggling. 


We have a great stake, I think, in helping 
those countries in Eastern Europe. And 
frankly, I’d like to see the progress in the 
Soviet Union go forward without having 
some elements that are opposing Gorba- 
chev on all of this crack down and set the 
clock back to a day that we all remember of 
a cold-war mentality and confrontation in- 
stead of negotiation in progress. 


So, we’re at an interesting period here, 
no determination having been made by 
your President yet as to specific action, but 
a determination—and I am convinced, inci- 
dentally, that the Soviet leadership knows 
of our adherence to this principle and to 
our conviction that dialog is the way to go. 


So, we will see what can happen. And in 
the meantime, I will make clear to the Lith- 
uanians in this country, the most patriotic, 
wonderful people, whose enthusiasm for in- 
dependence now I can certainly under- 
stand, that we are not going to back off 1 
inch from this principle of freedom and 
self-determination. 


So, we are in an interesting period here, 
and I have been gratified to have the sup- 
port of the American people on this one. 
And I’m gratified to have what appears to 
be good bipartisan support from the Con- 
gress at this juncture. But it’s an interesting 
call, and we will try to handle it so progress 
tries to keep going instead of inadvertently 
setting the clock back. 


I love the old expression of Yogi Berra’s: 
You say, “What happened to the Mets, 
Yogi?” He said, “Well, we made the wrong 
mistakes.” [Laughter] I expect in this job I'll 
make plenty of mistakes, but I don’t want 
to make the wrong mistakes. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 
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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Meeting With 
President Jacques Delors of the 
European Community Commission 


April 24, 1990 


President Bush met today with European 
Community Commission President Jacques 
Delors to discuss the development of rela- 
tions between the United States and the 
European Community, an important part of 
US. relations with Europe. President Delors 
described the Community’s continuing po- 
litical and economic integration and the 
Community’s developing relations with 
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. 
President Bush emphasized the United 
States traditional and continuing support for 
European integration and the importance 
the United States attaches to the Communi- 
ty’s role as coordinator of a broad Western 


effort to aid Hungary and Poland, as well as - 


other Eastern European countries as they 
move toward market economies and de- 
mocracy. 

President Bush and President Delors dis- 
cussed the roles of the United States and 
the European Community in a changing 
Europe. They both stressed the need to fur- 
ther strengthen institutional links between 
the United States and the Community as 
the EC integration process progresses, and 
to refine procedures for continuing close 
political and economic consultations at all 
levels. President Bush said he was pleased 
with the progress made in this regard 
during the visit of Irish Prime Minister 
Haughey in February as President of the 
EC Council. The U.S.-EC Ministerial yester- 
day and President Bush’s meeting today 
with President Delors should permit addi- 
tional progress. 

President Bush reiterated to Commission 
President Delors that the United States is 
firmly committed to improving the multilat- 
eral trading system and strengthening the 
GATT [General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade] through agreements reached during 
the Uruguay round GATT negotiations 
scheduled to conclude in Brussels next De- 
cember, and that the cooperation of the Eu- 
ropean Community is essential, particularly 
in the agricultural area. 
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Message to the Senate Transmitting a 
Protocol to the Canada-United States 
Extradition Treaty 


April 24, 1990 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Protocol signed at Ottawa 
on January 11, 1988, amending the Treaty 
on Extradition Between the United States 
of America and Canada, signed at Washing- 
ton on December 3, 1971, as amended by 
an exchange of notes on June 28 and July 9, 
1974. I transmit also, for the information of 
the Senate, the report of the Department of 
State with respect to the protocol. 


The protocol amends the Extradition 
Treaty Between the United States and 
Canada, signed at Washington on Decem- 
ber 3, 1971, as amended by an exchange of 
notes on June 28 and July 9, 1974. It repre- 
sents an important step in improving law 
enforcement cooperation and combatting 
terrorism by excluding from the scope of 
the political offense exception serious of- 
fenses typically committed by terrorists; 
e.g., murder, manslaughter, kidnapping, use 
of an explosive device capable of endanger- 
ing life or causing grievous bodily harm, 
and attempt or conspiracy to commit the 
foregoing offenses. 


The protocol also will help to improve 
implementation of the current extradition 
treaty in several other respects. Most signifi- 
cant, the protocol substitutes a dual crimi- 
nality clause for the current list of extradita- 
ble offenses, so that, inter alia, parental 
child abduction and certain additional nar- 
cotics offenses will be covered by the new 
treaty. 


I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the protocol 
and give its advice and consent to ratifica- 
tion. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 24, 1990. 
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Nomination of Steven E. Steiner for the 
Rank of Ambassador While Serving as 
United States Representative to the 
Special Verification Commission 


April 24, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Steven E. Steiner for the 
rank of Ambassador during his tenure of 
service as the United States Representative 
to the Special Verification Commission. 

Since 1988 Mr. Steiner has served as the 
United States Representative for the Special 
Verification Commission. Prior to this he 
served as Director of Defense and Arms 
Control for the National Security Council at 
the White House, 1983-1988. Mr. Steiner 
graduated from Yale University (B.A., 1963) 
and Columbia University (M.I.A., 1966). He 
was born July 14, 1940, in Kittanning, PA. 
Mr. Steiner is married, has three children, 
and resides in Chevy Chase, MD. 


Nomination of Ming Hsu To Be a 
Commissioner at the Federal Maritime 
Commission 


April 24, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Ming Hsu to be a Federal 
Maritime Commissioner for the remainder 
of the term expiring June 30, 1991. She 
would succeed Elaine L. Chao. 

Since 1982 Mrs. Hsu has served as the 
Governor’s special trade representative for 
the State of New Jersey and director of the 
State commerce department’s division of 
international trade in Newark, NJ. Prior to 
this, she served as vice president for inter- 
national trade relations for the RCA Corp. 
in New York, NY, and has served as direc- 
tor of international planning and director of 
marketing planning. In addition, Mrs. Hsu 
served as a member of the Defense Adviso- 
ry Committee on Women in the Services, 
1989; on the National Commission on the 
Observance of International Women’s Year; 
and on the Secretary of Commerce’s Advi- 
sory Committee on East-West Trade. Mrs. 
Hsu was awarded the Woman of the Year 
Award for the Asian-American Professional 
Women’s Association, 1983. 


Mrs. Hsu graduated from George Wash- 
ington University School of Government Af- 
fairs (B.A., 1949), Ramapo College (LL.D., 
1988), and Kean College (LL.D., 1989). She 
was born September 14, 1924, in Beijing, 
China. Mrs. Hsu is married, has one child, 
and resides in Westfield, NJ. 


Memorandum on Export-Import Bank 
Services for Nicaragua 


April 25, 1990 


Presidential Determination No. 90-17 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination Under Section 
2(b\2) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945, as Amended in 1986—Nicaragua 


Pursuant to section 2(b\2) of the Export- 
Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended in 
1986, I determine that Nicaragua is no 
longer a “Marxist-Leninist” country; it is 
therefore in the national interest for the 
Export-Import Bank of the United States to 
guarantee, insure, extend credit and partici- 
pate in the extension of credit in connec- 
tion with the purchase or lease of any prod- 
uct or service by, for use in, or for sale or 
lease to Nicaragua. 

Please transmit this determination to the 
Speaker of the House and to the President 
of the Senate. 

You are authorized and directed to pub- 
lish this determination in the Federal Regis- 
ter. 


George Bush 


Memorandum on Emergency 
Assistance for Nicaragua 


April 25, 1990 
Presidential Determination No. 90-18 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination to Authorize Assist- 
ance for Nicaragua 


By virtue of the authority vested in me 
by section 451 of the Foreign Assistance Act 
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of 1961, as amended, I hereby authorize the 
use of up to $2.5 million in funds made 
available under Chapter 4 of Part II of the 
act in fiscal year 1990 for emergency assist- 
ance to Nicaragua, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law. 

You are requested to report this determi- 
nation to the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the House Appropriations 
Committee, and the Senate Committees on 
Foreign Relations and Appropriations im- 
mediately. 

You are authorized and directed to pub- 
lish this determination in the Federal Regis- 
ter. 


George Bush 


Proclamation 6120—Restoring the 
Country Allocation to Nicaragua for 
Quotas on Certain Sugars, Syrups and 
Molasses 


April 25, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


1. Additional U.S. note 2 to chapter 17 of 
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States (HTS), enacted by section 
1204(a) of the Omnibus Trade and Com- 
petitiveness Act of 1988 (Pub. L. No. 100- 
418, 19 U.S.C. 3004(a)), provides in relevant 
part as follows: 

“2. The rates in column numbered 1 in 
subheadings 1701.11, 1701.12, 
1701.91.20, 1701.99, 1702.90.30, 
1702.90.40, 1806.10.40 and 2106.90.10, 
on January 1, 1968, shall be effective 
only during such time as title II of the 
Sugar Act of 1948 or substantially 
equivalent legislation is in effect in the 
United States, whether or not the 
quotas, or any of them, authorized by 
such legislation, are being applied or 
are suspended: Provided,” 

“(a) That if the President finds that a 
particular rate not lower than such 
January 1, 1968, rate, limited by a 
particular quota, may be established 
for any articles provided for in the 
above-mentioned subheadings, which 


will give due consideration to the in- 
terests in the United States sugar 
market of domestic producers and 
materially affected contracting par- 
ties to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, he shall proclaim 
such particular rate and such quota 
limitation, . . .” 

“(b) That any rate and quota limitation 
so established shall be modified if the 
President finds and proclaims that 
such modification is required or ap- 
propriate to give effect to the above 
considerations; ... .” 

Previously, Proclamation No. 3822 of De- 
cember 16, 1967 (82 Stat. 1455), had added 
almost identical provisions to the former 
Tariff Schedules of the United States (TSUS) 
(19 U.S.C. 1202) in order to carry out a 
provision in the trade agreement known as 
the Geneva (1967) Protocol of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
(Note 1 of Unit A, Chapter 10, Part I of 
Schedule XX; 19 U.S.T., Part II, 1282). 

2. The Sugar Act of 1948 expired on De- 
cember 31, 1974, and it has not been re- 
placed with substantially equivalent legisla- 
tion. Proclamation No. 4334 of November 
16, 1974 (39 FR 40739), established rates of 
duty, and an absolute import quota, for 
such sugars, sirups and molasses, to become 
effective on January 1, 1975. Proclamation 
No. 4334 further proclaimed such «juantita- 
tive limitations in the form of headn»te 3 to 
subpart A, part 10, schedule 1 of the TSUS. 
Subsequent proclamations have modified 
such rates of duty and quota liraitations. 
The provisions of headnote 3 to subpart A, 
part 10, schedule 1 of the TSUS are now set 
forth in additional U.S. note 3 to chapter 17 
of the HTS. 

3. By Proclamation No. 4941 of May 5, 
1982 (47 FR 19661), the President modified 
the quantitative limitations on the importa- 
tion of certain sugars, sirups and molasses 
established in headnote 3 to subpart A, part 
10, schedule 1 of the TSUS, in conformity 
with headnote 2 to the same subpart, and 
provided for a country-by-country allocation 
of the total quota quantity established 
thereunder. The share allocated to Nicara- 
gua was 2.1 percent of the total base quota, 
which generally corresponded to its average 
share of imports into the United States 
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during the period from 1975 through 1981, 
excluding the years in which the largest and 
smallest volumes of imports were recorded. 

4. By Proclamation No. 5104 of Septem- 
ber 23, 1983 (48 FR 44057), Nicaragua’s 
share of the total base quota amount was 
reduced to 6,000 short tons for each quota 
period. The quantity removed from Nicara- 
gua’s allocation was redistributed to Hondu- 
ras, E] Salvador and Costa Rica. Proclama- 
tion No. 5104 added, at the end of para- 
graph (cXi) of headnote 3, a new Note 2 
that, as incorporated in the HTS, now pro- 
vides as follows: 


“NOTE 2: Beginning with the quota year 
beginning September 26, 1983, the quota 
allocations for Nicaragua, Costa Rica, El Sal- 
vador and Honduras will be as follows: 


Nicaragua 5,443 metric tons, raw value; 

E] Salvador .... 2.6 percent of the total base quota 
amount permitted to be import- 
ed under paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of this headnote plus 18 percent 
of the difference between 2.1 
percent of the total base quota 
amount and 5,443 metric tons, 
raw value; 
percent of the total base quota 
amount plus 52 percent of the 
difference between 2.1 percent 
of the total base quota amount 
and 5,443 metric tons, raw 
value; 

1.5 percent of the total base quota 
amount plus 30 percent of the 
difference between 2.1 percent 
of the total base quota amount 
and 5,443 metric tons, raw 
value.” 


Honduras 


Costa Rica 


5. On March 13, 1984, the GATT Council 
adopted a panel report that found that the 
reduction in the allocation to Nicaragua was 
inconsistent with the obligations of the 
United States under the GATT. The Coun- 
cil recommended that the United States al- 
locate to Nicaragua a sugar import quota 
consistent with the criteria set forth in Arti- 
cle XIII:2 of the GATT. On May 1, 1985, 
the President imposed an embargo on trade 
with Nicaragua, by Executive Order No. 
12513 (50 FR 18629), under the authority of 
the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq., and the 


National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq. | terminated this embargo by Execu- 
tive Order No. 12707 of March 13, 1990 (55 
FR 9707). 

6. I find that the modifications of the 
quantitative limitations that are hereinafter 
proclaimed give due consideration to the 
interests in the United States sugar market 
of domestic producers and materially affect- 
ed contracting parties to the GATT, and are 
consistent with the provisions of section 
1204(cX2) of the Omnibus Trade and Com- 
petitiveness Act of 1988 (19 U.S.C. 
3004(c\2)). 

7. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 
(19 U.S.C. 2483) authorizes the President to 
embody in the HTS the substance of the 
provisions of that Act, and of other Acts 
affecting import treatment, and actions 
taken thereunder. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and statutes of the United 
States, including but not limited to addition- 
al U.S. note 2 to chapter 17 of the HTS, do 
hereby proclaim that: 

(1) Note 2 at the end of paragraph (c\i) of 
additional U.S. note 3 to chapter 17 of the 
HTS is deleted from the HTS, effective as 
to sugars, syrups or molasses entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse for consump- 
tion, on or after the date of signature of this 
proclamation. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the 
quantities of sugars, syrups and molasses al- 
located to Costa Rica, El Salvador and Hon- 
duras during the current quota period shall 
not be less than 49,758.5 metric tons, raw 
value, 71,034.1 metric tons, raw value, and 
47,490.4 metric tons, raw value, respective- 
ly. 

(3) Proclamation No. 5104 of September 
23, 1983, is hereby terminated. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of April, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:23 a.m., April 25, 1990) 
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Remarks to Capital Area Community 
Food Bank Volunteers 


April 25, 1990 


Hey, listen, I’m the one that should be 
clapping for you all. And I want to thank 
Barry Scher, the chairman; and Lynn Brant- 
ley; and I guess everybody else for the tour 
of this Capital Area Community Food Bank. 
It’s nice to know that all the broccoli— 
[laughter|—that my wife loves so much 
found a good home. And I’m told that it 
was well received. 


It’s especially fitting that I come over 
here today, as your President, because this 
is National Volunteer Week, a time to ap- 
plaud those who are reaching out to those 
in need and to resolve to make serving 
others a part of America’s life. I’m here to 
express my own thanks and the thanks of a 
grateful community for all that you do to 
address the problem of hunger in the Wash- 
ington metropolitan area. 


And this Capital Area Community Food 
Bank is a volunteer-intensive organization. 
In this room are some of the more than 
5,500 people who volunteer to make this 
initiative work—distributing a minimum of 
500,000 pounds of food per month. And by 
encouraging individuals, supermarkets, and 
other bulk suppliers to save their surpluses 
and by distributing that food to the needy 
in our community, those of you who are 
gathered here today are among those Points 
of Light that shine so brightly all across our 
country. 


For the neighborhood pantries, low- 
income day-care centers, senior citizen 
lunch programs, and homeless shelters—a 
population served—this effort makes a dif- 
ference. It makes a difference in the lives of 
others. And I hope that every community 
in the Nation will follow your lead and 
become, in your words, a community that 
cares for its own. 


Thank you for demonstrating that any 
definition of a successful life must include 
serving others. You inspire me, you inspire 
my wife, and you inspire the country. 
Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:27 a.m. at 


the food bank. In his opening remarks, he 
referred to Barry Scher and Lynn Brantley, 
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chairman of the board and executive direc- 
tor of the Capital Area Community Food 
Bank, respectively. 


Remarks Announcing Federal Budget 
Reform Proposals 


April 25, 1990 


The President. Let me welcome Senators 
Thurmond—I thought Pete Domenici was 
going to be here—certainly Dan Coats; and 
Tom Tauke, Lynn Martin; Representatives 
Craig, Penny; and of course, Secretary 
Brady and the Attorney General and Direc- 
tor Darman, General Counsel Boyden Gray. 

Today I’m signing letters to send to Con- 
gress a budget reform package that would 
propose an amendment to the Constitution 
to provide a line-item veto; reiterate my 
previous support for the Legislative Line- 
Item Veto Act to enhance Presidential re- 
scission authority; and finally, to reendorse 
a balanced budget amendment. 

As President, I repeat the call of many of 
my predecessors for the line-item veto, and 
today I am proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution to accomplish this. The Presi- 
dent needs the power to remove unneces- 
sary expenditures that have been made a 
part of the appropriations bills without sac- 
rificing entire legislative enactments. This 
power would give the President the same 
tool that 43 Governors have: the line-item 
veto. 

I also want to repeat my strong endorse- 
ment of August 4th of last year for the Leg- 
islative Line-Item Veto Act, which was in- 
troduced in the Senate by Senator Coats 
and by John McCain. I’m glad you're here, 
Dan; but John, I think, is in Nicaragua for 
the inauguration. Otherwise, he would be 
here as well. The House sponsors are here: 
Tom Tauke, Lynn Martin, Larry Craig, and 
Tim Penny—all out front on this issue. 

The Legislative Line-Item Veto Act 
strengthens the rescission authority in cur- 
rent law. Now an appropriation can only be 
canceled through rescission, but Congress 
can reject a Presidential rescission simply 
by inaction. And that’s precisely what’s hap- 
pened to the vast majority of rescission pro- 
posals since the present law went into 
effect in 1974. And so, I ask Congress to 
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require an up-or-down vote on Presidential 
rescissions. The President needs the power 
to make the tough calls on spending, take 
the heat, and I’m perfectly prepared to do 
that. 

The third and final element of this 
budget reform package is a_ balanced 
budget amendment. A balanced budget 
amendment, properly drafted, is both nec- 
essary and appropriate to protect the inter- 
ests of a group of citizens not now able to 
protect themselves; and I’m talking about 
the citizens of future generations. Senate 
Joint Resolution 12, introduced by Senator 
Thurmond, is one such balanced budget 
amendment, and today I am pleased to en- 
dorse that Thurmond resolution. More than 
30 State legislatures have already called for 
a constitutional convention for this purpose. 

These three tools—a line-item veto consti- 
tutional amendment, enhanced rescission 
authority for the President, and a balanced 
budget amendment—together with political 
courage and discipline are vital to solving 
the problems of budget deficits. 


So, I am prepared—I will tell all of you 
here—to work with Congress to enact a 


meaningful, credible, and effective budget 
reform process. Getting our fiscal house in 
order is crucial to our nation’s long-term 
economic health and prosperity. 


Thank you all for your leadership, and I 
look forward to working with you for suc- 
cess here. 


[At this point, the President signed the let- 
ters. ] 


The President. So, there we are. Keep up 
the good work. 


Lithuanian Independence 


Q. Mr. President, Mr. Landsbergis [Lith- 
uanian leader] has likened your policies to 
Munich. Would you care to defend your- 
self 


The President. 1 don’t need any defense. 
The policy decisions I’ve taken have strong 
support from the American people. That’s 
who I work for. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his opening remarks, he referred to Senators 


Pete V. Domenici and Dan Coats; Secretary 
of the Treasury Nicholas F. Brady; Attorney 
General Dick Thornburgh; Richard G. 
Darman, Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget; and C. Boyden Gray, 
Counsel to the President. 


A fact sheet on the President’s budget 
reform proposals was issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on April 25. In addition 
to covering the material found in these re- 
marks, the fact sheet also contained the fol- 
lowing points: 


Line-item veto constitutional amendment: 
“The amendment would give the President 
authority to separately approve, reduce, or 
disapprove any provision of a bill containing 
any ‘item of spending authority.’ ‘Items of 
spending authority’ have been broadly de- 
fined, to capture the whole range of Federal 
spending. They include: items of appropria- 
tion, spending authorizations, authority to 
borrow money on the credit of the United 
States or otherwise, dedications of revenues, 
entitlements, uses of assets, insurance, guar- 
antees of borrowing, and any authority to 
incur obligations. The basic veto mechanism 
currently in the Constitution has been re- 
tained in the amendment. When the Presi- 
dent exercises the item veto, he will signify 
in writing the portions approved or ap- 
proved as reduced, which will then become 
law, and return disapproved portions and 
reductions to Congress, which will reconsid- 
er each of them just as it now does with 
vetoed bills.” 


Balanced budget constitutional amend- 
ment: “The proposed amendment would re- 
quire that outlays not exceed receipts, thus 
allowing the budget to be balanced or to run 
a surplus. The proposal also includes a safe- 
guard against a resort to higher taxes as a 
means of complying with the constitutional 
mandate. The President called for a change 
in Senate Joint Resolution 12: that the man- 
date for a balanced budget be effective be- 
ginning with fiscal year 1993—the year in 
which the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings law re- 
quires elimination of the deficit.” 
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Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate on Federal 
Budget Reform 


April 25, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: [Dear Mr. President:] 

Today I am proposing to the Congress a 
budget reform package. In order to help 
restore fiscal integrity, we need a balanced 
budget amendment to the Constitution, a 
line-item veto constitutional amendment, 
and enhanced rescission authority for the 
President. These tools—together with politi- 
cal courage and discipline—are vital to solv- 
ing the problem of budget deficits. 

The most fundamental change needed in 
the Federal budget process is a constitution- 
al amendment to require a_ balanced 
budget. A balanced budget amendment is 
both necessary and appropriate to protect 
the interests of a group of citizens not now 
able to represent themselves: the citizens of 
future generations. More than 30 State leg- 
islatures have already called for a constitu- 
tional convention for this purpose. 

A balanced budget amendment must also 
include safeguards against a resort to higher 
taxes as a means of complying with the con- 
stitutional mandate. Senate Joint Resolution 
12, a balanced budget amendment intro- 
duced by Senator Thurmond, includes such 
a safeguard and has my full support. There 
is, however, one change I would make in 
SJ. Res. 12: the mandate for a balanced 
budget should be effective beginning with 
fiscal year 1993. The current Gramm- 
Rudman-Hollings law requires elimination 
of the deficit by that time, and the balanced 
budget amendment will help ensure that 
the Federal budget stays in balance thereaf- 
ter. 

Second, as President, I repeat the call of 
many of my predecessors for the line-item 
veto. The President needs the power to 
remove individual and unnecessary expend- 
itures that have been made a part of major 
appropriations bills without sacrificing 
entire legislative enactments. This power 
would give the President the same tool that 
43 Governors have—the line-item veto. 
With that power, we can put the national 
interest above the special interests. There- 
fore, I am submitting to the Congress today 
a proposed amendment to the Constitution 
granting such authority. 
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Finally, we need to correct the budget 
procedure known as rescission. Present law 
allows for cancellation of an appropriation 
only through the rescission process, in 
which the Congress can reject a Presiden- 
tial proposal for rescission simply bv inac- 
tion. That is precisely what happenec to the 
vast majority of rescission proposals submit- 
ted by three Presidents since the present 
law was enacted in 1974. 

Thus, I urge passage of The Legislative 
Line-Item Veto Act of 1989 (H.R. 3271 and 
H.R. 3583, companion bills to S. 1553) [(S. 
1553)], which would provide enhanced re- 
scission authority to the President. I com- 
mend, in particular, Representatives Tom 
Tauke, Larry Craig, Lynn Martin, and Bob 
McEwen for their leadership in introducing 
this important legislation. [I commend, in 
particular, Senators Dole, Domenici, Arm- 
strong, Humphrey, McCain, and Coats for 
their work in drawing together this impor- 
tant legislation]. This legislation will provide 
the President with strong and effective au- 
thority to rescind appropriations that are 
wasteful or unnecessary. 

I am prepared to work with the Congress 
to enact meaningful, credible, and effective 
budget reforms. Getting our fiscal house in 
order is crucial to our Nation’s long-term 
economic health and prosperity. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Letters were sent to Thomas S. Foley, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Dan Quayle, President of the Senate. 
The material appearing in brackets was 
contained in the letter sent to the President 
of the Senate. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Joint Resolution Proposing a Line-Item 
Veto Constitutiuaal Amendment 


April 25, 1990 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I forward to you today a Joint Resolution 
proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States to authorize the 
President to disapprove or reduce items of 
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spending authority and to disapprove sub- 
stantive provisions contained in appropria- 
tions measures. 

Amending our national charter is a pro- 
foundly serious step, and I am fully aware 
of the great responsibility involved in pro- 
posing such an action. My proposal, howev- 
er, is supported by ample precedent. Today, 
the Governors of 43 of the 50 States have 
line-item veto authority, and for more than 
a century American Presidents have urged 
the Congress to adopt this reform at the 
Federal level. We have never needed it 
more than now. By enabling the President 
to open up massive omnibus spending pack- 
ages and pare out wasteful and unneeded 
spending, this amendment would address 
one of the most serious and intractable 
issues facing the Nation today—the collapse 
of Federal fiscal discipline that has helped 
to saddle us with trillions of dollars of debt. 

This amendment has been painstakingly 
crafted to ensure that the Congress has a 
chance to pass on each item lined out of a 
bill, using procedures essentially identical to 
those now in the Constitution. Its only pur- 
pose is to enable both the President and the 


Congress to take a closer look at the way 
we spend the taxpayers’ money—to bring 
out into the sunlight the kinds of hidden, 


abusive spending proposals that would 
never make it on their own. 

I look forward to working with you on 
this proposal, and I am confident that by 
enacting it we will place the Constitution 
and the Nation on a sounder footing than 
ever before. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 25, 1990. 


Proclamation 6121—National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week, 1990 

April 25, 1990 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 


In 1982, the President’s Task Force on 
Victims of Crime called national attention 


to the plight of millions of Americans who 
fall prey to violence and other forms of 
criminal activity each year. The Task Force 
found that these individuals were often vic- 
timized twice—first by the crime itself, and 
then by the criminal justice system. 

Since the release of the Task Force’s find- 
ings, significant changes have been made in 
the criminal justice system and in its treat- 
ment of crime victims. More assistance and 
compensation programs have been made 
accessible to crime victims and their fami- 
lies. The majority of the States have passed 
legislation to ensure fair treatment of crime 
victims, and 45 States now have a Crime 
Victim’s Bill of Rights. On the Federal 
level, since passage of the Victims of Crime 
Act of 1984, nearly $420 million has been 
awarded to States to aid crime victims 
across the Nation. These funds are not ex- 
acted from law-abiding taxpayers; rather, 
they come from fines and penalties assessed 
on convicted Federal offenders. 

The movement to aid crime victims and 
to promote greater respect for their rights 
and needs within the criminal justice 
system originated in grass-roots efforts—ef- 
forts that frequently began with one group 
of crime victims reaching out to help 
others. They have had a dramatic impact. 
Today, social workers, school administrators, 
church congregations, business and civic 
leaders, lawmakers, and individual volun- 
teers are all cooperating with criminal jus- 
tice officials as they strive to bring compas- 
sion, timely restitution, and healing to 
crime victims. 

None of us should rest, however, until our 
laws and practices fully reflect the sympa- 
thy we have for the victims of crime and 
the intolerance we have for criminals. We 
must continue working together to help 
crime victims reclaim their dignity, health, 
and security. We must also strive to ensure 
that criminals receive punishment commen- 
surate with the harm they have inflicted. 

During National Crime Victims’ Rights 
Week, as organizations across the country 
hold special events to increase awareness of 
the problems experienced by crime victims, 
we also recognize those generous Ameri- 
cans who work—often as volunteers—on 
behalf of crime victims and their families. 


645 





Apr. 25 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


By Senate Joint Resolution 242, the Con- 
gress has designated the week of April 22 
through April 28, 1990, as “National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week” and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of April 22 
through April 28, 1990, as National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week. I call upon all Ameri- 
cans—government officials, law enforce- 
ment officers, health care professionals, reli- 
gious and business leaders, and private citi- 
zens—to renew their determination to re- 
spond with speed and sensitivity to the 
needs of innocent crime victims and their 
families. I also urge every American to 
learn about ways to minimize the risk of 
victimization and to demonstrate his or her 
appreciation for those who work for justice. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 25th day of April, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and 
fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:52 p.m., April 25, 1990] 


Remarks at a White House Ceremony 
for the Observance of National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week 

April 25, 1990 


Welcome to the White House. And may I 
say I’m very pleased to see so many mem- 
bers of the House and the Senate here 
today to pay their respects to these honor- 
ees. I want to thank them for their out- 
standing support—Republicans, Democrats 
alike—on this whole concept of National 
Crime Victims’ Week. It’s always a pleasure 
to see our able Attorney General, who will 
do the honors in a minute, and in my view, 
he’s doing an outstanding job for our coun- 
t 


ry. 

I'm delighted that I just signed the Presi- 
dential proclamation declaring this to be 
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. And 
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I want to thank you, all of you out there 
who work so diligently in public service and 
the private sector on behalf of the victims 
of crime. 

I'm glad to see so many of you could 
come—some from far away—come here to 
Washington. It’s good to see Howard and 
Connie Clery again, and some of the others 
who have worked with the White House 
over the past year. Howard and Connie 
embody the power of voluntarism, the 
power of the physically challenged, and the 
power of a just cause—the campaign to 
build an America where every victim of 
every crime is treated with the dignity and 
the compassion that they deserve. 

Shortly after I took office, the Attorney 
General came to the Oval Office and intro- 
duced me to the seven recipients of last 
year’s awards. And today it’s an honor for 
me to stand with you again as we com- 
memorate the great strides that we've 
made toward preserving the rights of our 
victimized citizens. 

In the not-so-distant past, crime victims 
often became the forgotten people, subject- 
ed to continued victimization by the crimi- 
nal justice system. The victims’ rights move- 
ment really emerged in the seventies, when 
concerned Americans like one of today’s 
honorees, South Carolina’s Dr. Dean Kilpa- 
trick, took part in a grassroots effort to assist 
victims of rape and family violence. 

And the past 8 years have seen a new 
emphasis placed on crime victims issues: 
landmark Federal legislation, task forces led 
by the President and the Attorney General, 
45 States where a victims bill of rights is 
now in force, and a nationwide expansion of 
victim assistance and compensation pro- 
grams. My administration has continued to 
build on this foundation. We’ve backed the 
Attorney General’s call for full implementa- 
tion of the Victim-Witness Protection Act. 
We’ve obtained reauthorization for the 
1984 Victims of Crime Act, extending the 
innovative fund that turns the tables on the 
bad guys by taking the criminal’s money 
and using it to assist and compensate the 
criminal’s victims. Last year, for the first 
time, deposits into the fund exceeded the 
legislative cap. And for 1990, $125 million 
will be available for vital services to victims 
of crime, $30 million over the 1989 level. 
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Another example of how we’re protecting 
victims is the fact that in securities fraud 
and similar financial crimes we’re regularly 
seeking to recover funds to compensate the 
victims of those offenses. 

Through the Office for Victims of Crime, 
we've also recently established new victim 
assistance programs serving Native Ameri- 
cans in 17 States, because when violence 
strikes, every American should have a place 
to turn for help. Some of the best successes 
have come about as a result of partner- 
ship—cooperation between Federal, State, 
and local authorities; teamwork between 
public and private efforts. One of today’s 
heroes is Mimi Olson, who has devoted 23 
years to channeling victim assistance and 
other services for Native American children 
on the Crow Creek Sioux Reservation. 

And you have Federal partners, like the 
victim-witness coordinators in the U.S. At- 
torneys offices who not only arrange emer- 
gency services for Federal victims’ assist- 
ance but also educate prosecutors about the 
needs of these people—Federal victims’ 
needs. 

And all of these efforts are important, but 
we also know that the best defense is a 
good offense. We’re determined to stop 
crime at its source, and that means tougher 
laws, like the stringent drunk-driving law 
Sandra Heverly helped enact in Nevada. 
And it means fighting back—community pa- 
trols, like the one pioneered in Boston by 
Milton Cole. 

Milton, in recent months, I visited your 
neighborhood counterparts in Houston, 
Kansas City, Santa Anna, and right across 
the river over here in Virginia. And like 
you, they got angry, and they got orga- 
nized, and they got results. 

Community results have also been magni- 
fied by the power of television and the 
work of yet another crime victim who re- 


fused to be further victimized: John Walsh, 


of “America’s Most Wanted.” John says, 
“Look, I was victimized once. My heart has 
been broken. And I believe you take a 
stand and fight back not as a vigilante but 
through the system. You figure out a way to 
do it with some dignity and some integrity, 
and you fight back.” Those are his words. 
John’s video version of the old post office 
wanted posters have received national ex- 
posure, and the results speak for them- 


selves: over 100 criminals nabbed in under 
2 years—7 of the FBI’s “10 Most Wanted.” 
And just this month, John’s program helped 
earn the conviction of a coldblooded killer 
who had eluded authorities for 18 years. 


The message and the popularity and ef- 
fectiveness of this broadcast is simple: The 
people of this country are prepared to do 
whatever it takes for as long as it takes to 
take back the streets, to take back what’s 
theirs. 


And it’s here where we'd like to ask your 
help. I mentioned tougher laws. Congress 
has approved our request for more agents, 
more prosecutors, and more prisons to 
catch, convict, and contain this country’s 
most dangerous offenders. But Congress 
also must act on our full range of tough new 
anticrime proposals. Our package is in 
danger of being weakened in the Senate, 
and it’s been left gathering dust in the 
House. And it’s time to act. The American 
people want it done right, and they want it 
done responsibly, and they want it done 
now. 


Many challenges remain. But thanks to 
you and your government partners, the 
future holds the promise for crime victims 
of both continued support and a continued 
voice. 


From a community activist in Boston’s 
public housing to one of America’s most un- 
likely new television stars, your courageous 
seven personify the selfless acts of thou- 
sands of concerned Americans who strive 
every single day to take back the streets. 
And you're living proof of Father George 
Clements’ rallying cry in Chicago: “There 
are more of us than there are of them.” 

Congratulations, and God bless you all. 
Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:31 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. At the 
conclusion of his remarks, the following in- 
dividuals were presented Department of 
Justice awards for outstanding public serv- 
ice on behalf of victims of crime: Howard 
and Constance Clery, Milton Cole, Sandra 
Heverly, Dean G. Kilpatrick, Emilia 
“Mimi” Olson, and John Walsh. 
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Remarks to the Bethesda-Chevy Chase 
Rescue Squad in Bethesda, Maryland 


April 25, 1990 


Thank you all very much. From George 
to George, thank you. [Laughter] President 
Giebel, thank you very much, and Chief 
Dwyer and members of this marvelous Be- 
thesda-Chevy Chase Volunteer Rescue 
Squad. And of course, I want to pay my 
respects to our county executive, Sidney 
Kramer—thank him for being with us 
today. Congressman Curt Weldon, an old 
friend of mine, a current Member of the 
United States Congress, is the founder of 
the Congressional Fire Service Caucus, one 
of the most rapidly growing caucuses in the 
Congress and one that really has unani- 
mous, across-the-aisle support. So, Curt, I’m 
delighted to be with you. 


And of course, I don’t need to say to you, 
her constituents, too much about my friend, 
your own friend, and our Representative in 
the United States Congress, Connie Morella. 
I will tell you, coming out, she wanted to be 
sure—you know Connie—she wanted to be 
sure I knew absolutely everything I needed 
to know; so she was telling me that it was— 
and she said it not in a partisan sense, but 
in a sense of civic commitment—that this is 
the heart and soul of the community. And 
she said that it enthusiastically let her have 
her announcement here, her victory cele- 
bration and, indeed, even her son’s wed- 
ding reception here. [Laughter] 


So, in addition to other good works, I 
salute this organization for being the heart 
and soul, as Connie said, of the community. 
This is the organization that I spoke to as a 
Vice Presidential nominee in 1980, and I’m 
certainly glad to be back. 


One reason that I’m so pleased to be here 
is that if my speech is a disaster, relief is at 
hand. [Laughter] Then, too, there’s another 
point that Curt and Connie and I were talk- 
ing about coming out here: This week—it is 
National Volunteer Week, which celebrates 
the selfless character of the American 
people. National Volunteer Week salutes 
what I call this nation’s Points of Light, this 
vast galaxy of individuals and businesses and 
schools and churches and synagogues, 
unions and voluntary associations working 
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together to solve problems. This rescue 
squad really is a Point of Light; it is also a 
source of life. 


Many people don’t realize that fully 80 
percent of America’s fire protection and 
emergency medical service is supplied by 
volunteers—an amazing total, absolutely 
amazing. And here’s the point: Volunteers 
who meet local emergencies—risking lives 
to save the lives of others, just as America’s 
firefighters have done for more than 200 
years. 


You know, being here today reminds me 
of a story that I heard, which happened a 
number of years ago. It seems that 25 of 
Boston’s top Prohibition bootleggers were 
rounded up in a surprise raid. And as they 
were being arraigned, the judge asked the 
usual question about occupation. The first 
24 men were engaged in the same profes- 
sion—each claimed to be a firefighter. Well, 
naturally, the judge asked the last prisoner, 
“And what are you?” “Your honor,” he said, 
“I’m a bootlegger.” Surprised, the judge 
laughed and asked, “And how’s business?” 
He said, “Well, it would be a hell of a lot 
better if there weren’t so many firefighters 
around.” [Laughter] 


Well, you get the gist. Even back in Pro- 
hibition, your numbers turned the tide. 
Then, as now, volunteers like you were the 
first responder not only to fire but also to 
accidents and floods and cave-ins and col- 
lapsed buildings. Then, as now, you acted as 
the backbone of America, showing that any 
definition of a successful life must include 
serving others. 


National volunteer work—it embodies 
that definition, as do your 50 years of serv- 
ice to the Bethesda-Chevy Chase communi- 
ty. Talk about variety: cats rescued from 
treetops; children from smashed automo- 
biles; helping victims of heart attacks; and 
senior citizens, alone and vulnerable, after 
falls within their own home. Young kids and 
retirees, executives and laborers—each of 
you, to quote the squad’s original motto, has 
“answered the call.” 


Listen to an anonymous letter that ap- 
peared on your bulletin board. It talked of 
the comfort the B-CC Rescue Squad pro- 
vides. “You can watch people’s faces begin 
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to relax just by your presence. And that 
gives you a special feeling.” And look at the 
man with me here, David Dwyer, chief of 
the squad for the past 21 years. He’s one of 
the heroes responsible for that feeling. And 
by day, he works at the NIH [National Insti- 
tutes of Health]; at night, he’s a volunteer— 
anywhere there is a need, anytime he is 
needed. 

So, by risking your lives to save others, 
you are on the front lines. And those who 
directly take up the fight against drug 
abuse, illiteracy, homelessness, hunger, en- 
vironmental decay, and AIDS are also on 
the front lines. Like you, they are finding 
the meaning and the adventure that all of 
us seek in our own lives. 

We know that life itself means nothing 
without a cause larger than ourselves. Fire- 
fighting was such a cause when, in 1736, 
Ben Franklin founded one of the first vol- 
unteer companies. And so it is in 1990, with 
firefighters and EMS [emergency medical 
service] personnel today 1 million strong. I 
salute you, as does your community. We 
respect and admire you for a job well done. 
Today America is grateful for your special 
brand of skill and courage, the courage to 
put another’s life before one’s own. 

Let me close with a Bible verse that de- 
fines your lives: “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends.” You and countless thousands of 
others like you around this great country 
serve strangers. You save lives, and you 
walk the path of engagement in the lives of 
those in need. And this really is the heart- 
beat of America and the true meaning of 
serving others. 


Thank you for what you’ve done. I simply 
wanted to come out, down the street— 
through the skies, I will confess—{laugh- 
ter|—but to say thank you from the bottom 
of a grateful heart. And I will try to contin- 
ue to tell America how grateful we are for 
those who serve others. Thank you very, 
very much, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. out- 
side the station house. He was introduced 
by George Giebel, president of the rescue 
squad. 


Nomination of Peter Jon de Vos To Be 
United States Ambassador to Liberia 


April 25, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Peter Jon de Vos, a career 
member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassa- 
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Repub- 
lic of Liberia. He would succeed James 
Keough Bishop. 

Since 1989 Mr. de Vos has served as Prin- 
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
the Bureau of Oceans and International En- 
vironmental and Scientific Affairs. Prior to 
this, he served as Deputy Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for Science and Technology, 
1987-1989; Ambassador to the People’s Re- 
public of Mozambique, 1983-1987; Ambas- 
sador to the Republic of Guinea-Bissau and 
to the Republic of Cape Verde, 1980-1983; 
Deputy Director of Southern African Affairs 
at the Department of State, 1979-1980; Na- 
tional War College, 1978-1979; political of- 
ficer in Athens, Greece, 1975-1978; Special 
Assistant for the Bureau of Inter-American 
Affairs at the Department of State, 1973- 
1975; political officer in Brasilia, Brazil, 
1971-1973; political officer in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, 1970-1971; deputy principal officer 
in Luanda, Angola, 1968-1970; political offi- 
cer in Naples, Italy, 1966-1968; desk officer 
for Brazil, 1964-1966; and a Foreign Serv- 
ice officer general in Recife, Brazil, 1962- 
1964. 

Mr. de Vos graduated from Princeton 
University (B.A., 1960) and Johns Hopkins 
University (M.A., 1962). He was born De- 
cember 24, 1938, in San Diego, CA. He is 
married and resides in Cabin John, MD. 


Memorandum on Senior Executive 
Service Positions in the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and the Drug 
Enforcement Administration 


April 25, 1990 


Memorandum for the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget 


Subject: Delegation of Authority to Allocate 
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Senior Executive Service Positions to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the 
Drug Enforcement Administration 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including Section 
5108 (a) of Title 5 and Section 301 of Title 3 
of the United States Code, I hereby dele- 
gate to the Director of the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget the authority to estab- 
lish and, from time to time, revise the maxi- 
mum numbers of Senior Executive Service 
positions that may be placed in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and the Drug En- 
forcement Administration. 

You are authorized and directed to pub- 
lish this memorandum in the Federal Regis- 
ter. 


George Bush 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Eye Examination 


April 25, 1990 


President Bush was examined today at 
Bethesda Naval Hospital by Dr. Harry 
Quigley of Johns Hopkins in Baltimore, 
Maryland, and Dr. Richard Brubaker of the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, 
prominent experts on glaucoma. 

During the President’s last routine physi- 
cal on April 12, an early glaucoma in his left 
eye was detected. Extensive visual tests at 
that time revealed no loss of any aspect of 
his visual acuity. Betagan eye drops were 
prescribed, 1 drop every 12 hours. 

The examination today was requested by 
Dr. Burton Lee, the President’s personal 
physician, to confirm the earlier diagnosis 
and assess the treatment strategy. “The 
physical findings were reviewed by the con- 
sultants and the diagnosis of exfoliation syn- 
drome was confirmed with slightly in- 
creased intraocular pressure noted again in 
the left eye, one type of early glaucoma,” 
Dr. Lee said. “Extensive testing of the eye, 
including detailed photographs, once again 
revealed no abnormalities and no visual 
loss. It was decided to stop the Betagan eye 
drops and follow him closely for now, on no 
treatment.” 
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Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony 
for President Carlos Andrés Pérez of 
Venezuela 


April 26, 1990 


President Bush. Welcome, all of you. It is 
my great honor to welcome the leader of 
one of South America’s oldest democracies 
and one of Latin America’s most respected 
statesmen, Carlos Andrés Pérez, President 
of Venezuela. And I am especially pleased 
that we welcome him today. He’s just come 
here from Managua, just hours after attend- 
ing the inauguration of Violeta Chamorro as 
the new President of Nicaragua—democrat- 
ic Nicaragua. A great day for democracy 
and a great advance for the cause of free- 
dom in our hemisphere. 

President Pérez, on the morning after Ni- 
caragua’s recent elections, I remember call- 
ing you to discuss the stunning victory the 
Nicaraguan people had won at the ballot 
box. I called to confer with you because I 
knew how long and hard you personally 
had worked to bring democracy to Nicara- 
gua. From the final days of the Somoza 
regime to your efforts on behalf of the Con- 
tadora group, and now to the moment of 
freedom’s triumph, your deep personal 
commitment to the advance of democracy 
has never wavered. 

Today another nation has joined free- 
dom’s ranks. For the people of all America, 
all the Americas, this is a time to celebrate. 
More than that, it’s a time to dedicate our- 
selves to the day, perhaps not so distant, 
when all the people of this hemisphere live 
in freedom and democracy. 

Mr. President, in just a few moments 
we'll move inside to the Oval Office and 
begin our consultations. But before we do, 
let me just say a few words about the new 
course your nation has chosen, about the 
changes your nation is making in its eco- 
nomic orientation, and about Venezuela’s 
version of what I have heard described as 
“Perezstroika.” 

In the past year we’ve seen the thirst for 
freedom transform the world, and with that 
unquenchable desire for political freedom 
has come a realization that freedom is also 
the key to economic development. From 
Moscow to Managua, we’ve witnessed a 
shift from the teaching of Marx to the les- 
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sons of the free market. That shift parallels 
the one you’ve begun in Venezuela by 
stripping away the layers of state control 
that stifled development in favor of free 
market principles that experience proves 
provide fertile ground for growth. 

I know this transition, with its difficult, 
short-term effects, has meant some pain for 
the people of Venezuela. But it is the kind 
of new beginning that will lay the founda- 
tions for future growth. It isn’t an easy path, 
but we’re convinced it is the only path to 
prosperity and better lives for all Venezu- 
elans. 

That’s why I’m pleased to see that Ven- 
ezuela and its main creditors have reached 
agreement under the Brady plan for deal- 
ing with debt burden, a plan that opens the 
way for opportunity and growth. With this 
agreement, Venezuela can take the next 
step forward toward economic vitality and 
growing prosperity for all its people. 

That, Mr. President, is not only a testa- 
ment to Venezuela energy and enterprise 
but, clearly, sir, to your vision and your 
courage. I am really looking forward to our 
talks. On behalf of all Americans, it is my 
great pleasure to meet with you here at the 
White House. 

Once again, welcome, and may God bless 
the Republic of Venezuela. 

President Pérez. Mr. President, Mrs. 
Bush, I come from a continent, Latin Amer- 
ica, and from a nation, Venezuela, whose 
citizens strive to consolidate their economic 
and social progress and their democracy. It 
is to speak of these efforts that I have ac- 
cepted your kind invitation, Mr. President. 
We will talk to each other with the same 
friendly sincerity that has become custom- 
ary in us. I shall also meet leaders of Ameri- 
ean economic and political life, as well as 
outstanding representatives of your intellec- 
tual and cultural world. To all of them, we 
will want to express our joy at the new 
surge of democratization which is sweeping 
today’s world and undoing in its wake the 
age of cold war and bipolarity. 

We rejoice at the fact that time has come 
now for détente and a great joint effort 
aimed at facilitating economic develop- 
ment, social progress, equilibrium, and co- 
operation among nations. Latin America has 
much to contribute to today’s world. Our 
continent wants to participate in shaping a 


world of peace—of peaceful neighborliness 
and respect of human rights and the rights 
of the nature that is to be the heritage of 
our children—so as to set the foundations of 
a democracy and a quality of life consonant 
with the yearnings and possibilities of man- 
kind. 

Latin America has made progress. We 
have become free of dictatorships, and our 
democracies are being consolidated. Cur- 
rently, all the countries of the region are 
waging their individual battles to achieve 
sound economies and make Latin America 
competitive. The Latin American continent 
is determined to modernize its structures, 
institutions, and relations, even in spite of 
the fact that our efforts do not always meet 
with proper understanding, cooperation, 
and encouragement. 

In seeking solutions to conflicts, Latin 
American nations have devised their own 
ever more efficient mechanisms. Today 
Latin America is able to solve serious con- 
flicts; and I am certain, Mr. President, that 
we have come to the end of all solutions 
that fuel the historic lack of understanding 
existing between our people. And in this 
regard, let me highlight some Latin Ameri- 
can agreements for peace, democracy, and 
cooperation—such as the group of Conta- 
dora, the group of Rio, and Esquipulas II— 
which have set the marvelous examples of 
these past elections in Nicaragua. 

And I come here today to Washington 
directly from Managua, where I attended 
the inauguration of a government freely 
elected by the people. The San José agree- 
ment is another example of the same thing. 
And our present economic difficulties have 
not prevented us from disbursing for the 
sake of solidarity over $3 billion as our con- 
tribution to peace and democracy. We feel 
full confidence in the coming new age of 
peace and solidarity. We trust that we will 
not go back to political, military, economic, 
and trade conditions that will place us again 
on an unequal footing in a world that is 
becoming ever more interdependent and 
resistant to any subservience of either the 
citizens of a nation to any party or sect, or 
some nations to others, based on their polit- 
ical or military might. 

We want our efforts in favor of the re- 
gion’s peace, its democratic revival, its eco- 
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nomic recovery, and its social harmony to 
be matched with support, equitable coop- 
eration, and uniform and balanced treat- 
ment for our nations. In such a framework, 
we will be able to progress and contribute 
to the establishment of a true hemispheric 
community, thus bridging our traditional 
mutual lack of understanding, our nonen- 
counter as I like to call it. 

We must work together to solve the prob- 
lems of our continent, and we will be able 
to do it much more successfully if we recog- 
nize the solid friendship that binds us. Be- 
tween your country and mine, there is a 
common and complimentary interest con- 
cerning production and consumption of 
energy resources. We obviously need to ex- 
change views on how to maintain an ade- 
quate strategic production potential in this 
hemisphere. This is the hope we all have. 
And as your great poet Carl Sandburg said 
when he compared our need of cooperation 
to an echo that resounds further and fur- 
ther, we also say we have to travel further, 
much further, much beyond what we have 
achieved. And this is why I have come to 
meet your wonderful people and to talk to 
the President and other representatives of 
this immense, great, and admirable nation. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 10:13 a.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House, where 
President Perez was accorded a formal wel- 
come with full military honors. President 
Pérez spoke in Spanish, and his remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
Amendments to the China-United 
States Fishing Agreement 


April 26, 1990 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act of 1976 
(Public Law 94-265; 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), 
I transmit herewith an agreement between 
the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China amending and ex- 
tending the 1985 Agreement Concerning 
Fisheries off the Coasts of the United States, 
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which was effected by exchange of notes at 
Washington, March 14 and 22, 1990. This 
agreement extends the 1985 agreement for 
an additional 2 years until July 1, 1992, and 
amends the port access procedures con- 
tained in the 1985 agreement. The ex- 
change of notes, together with the present 
agreement, constitute a governing interna- 
tional fishery agreement within the mean- 
ing of section 201(c) of the act. 

Because of the importance of our fisheries 
relations with the People’s Republic of 
China, I urge that the Congress give favor- 
able consideration to this agreement. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 26, 1990. 


Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
Conservative Leaders 


April 26, 1990 


Did I interrupt Porter? And if so—well, to 
Roger, my thanks if I did, and may I say 
hello to Doug Weed and, of course, the 
people that herded this outstanding group 
together: Jerry Falwell, Ed Prince, Mike Va- 
lerio. But in any event, I’m delighted to see 
you all. 

With all the traveling that I’m doing, it’s 
a little different for me to be making an 
appearance so close to the White House. I 
was just talking to Barbara. She says, “You 
spend more time on the road than Charles 
Kuralt.” [Laughter] 

This morning, I was talking about this, 
and I said, I’m looking forward this after- 
noon to going over and spending some time 
with friends, and indeed with people who 
were very instrumental in helping me get 
to be President at perhaps the most fasci- 
nating time in history, or among the most 
fascinating, certainly, I think, since World 
War II. 

I'm delighted to be with a group for 
whom “conservatism” is not a catchword. As 
the past two decades show, it’s a philosophy 
to which most Americans subscribe, and I 
think that’s still very true across the coun- 
try. Conservatives believe in Yankee inge- 
nuity. I recall how a mother once told her 
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son, “I have a pretty good idea that you 
skipped your piano lesson and played base- 
ball.” The son said he hadn’t, and the 
mother said, “Are you sure?” And the son 
said, “Yes, I have a fish to prove it.” 
[Laughter] 

Conservatives also believe in science and 
technology. The more I know about the 
Hubble telescope, the more impressed I 
am. So powerful that it’ll help us, I’m told, 
understand the black holes. What I don’t 
understand is why anyone would want to 
know more about the liberal philosophy. 

Conservatives share a vision. I know some 
reporters say I don’t have a vision—sorry, I 
don’t see it. [Laughter] Instead, I see a 
vision—I really do see a vision—as sweeping 
as our heritage: an America of prosperity, a 
world of real peace. And the question is 
how do we ensure that vision for our gen- 
eration? As you get a little older, you think 
even more about the kids. 

For an answer, recall how 150 years ago 
De Tocqueville envisioned a future that 
would open before us. Its possibilities were 
infinite, he wrote, because of America’s 
new model, this paradigm of government. 
A democracy based on a free market un- 
leashing the full energy of the human heart 
and mind. And that government arose from 
perhaps the ultimate exercise in returning 
power to people: the American Revolution. 

Now, two centuries later, when old cen- 
tralized bureaucratic systems are crum- 
bling, the time has come for yet another 
paradigm; a form of government which, 
like the spirit of "76, gives power back to 
localities and States and, most important, to 
the people; a model which rejects the view 
that progress is measured in money spent 
and bureaucracies built. 

The first principle in our new paradigm is 
that as market forces grow stronger our 
world becomes smaller. Put another way, 


we must be competitive to ensure econom- - 


ic growth. So, I’d like to take this opportuni- 
ty to urge the Congress once again—and 
I’m going to keep on urging this—that they 
pass our capital gains tax cut, spurring in- 
vestment and thus creating jobs. We don’t 
want government to spend more: we want 
private enterprise to thrive so that people 
will have more money to save, to invest, 
and to spend. To most Americans, I feel, 
that’s a good idea. 


As a second principle of our new para- 
digm—the freedom to choose. We want to 
reduce what government should do and in- 
crease what people can do. And so, I sup- 
port a constitutional amendment, will con- 
tinue to support it, restoring voluntary 
prayer. We need the faith of our fathers 
back in our schools. I haven’t been Presi- 
dent very long, but the longer I am in this 
job, the more strongly I feel about that. 

A choice also means that parents should 
decide which public school is best for their 
kids. So, we have proposed—what many of 
you have been helpful to us on this—the 
Education Excellence Act of 1990 to pro- 
vide incentives for these magnet school pro- 
grams. Many States are trying out policies 
based on choice and finding out they work. 

In this one, I want to give credit. It isn’t 
just my party, the Republicans; it’s some of 
the Democratic Governors are out front, 
way out front, on this particular theory— 
choice. Some only think that Big Brother 
can revive education, but I believe that ex- 
cellence comes from higher standards, a 
greater accountability, and more freedom 
to move within a school system. And if you 
agree—I don’t want this many influential 
people to go untapped or arms untwisted— 
if you agree with me, I would strongly solic- 
it your help in convincing Congress that the 
time for this is now. 

That leads me to the third principle in 
the new paradigm—that means the means 
to choose. We must empower disadvan- 
taged Americans. So, we’ve unveiled a pro- 
gram to help the poor run or, better yet, 
own their public housing units. And we sup- 
port a child-care tax credit for low-income 
working parents that enable them to care 
for their kids in the manner they choose. I 
will not see the option of religious-based 
child care restricted or eliminated. We’re 
going to fight against that. 

I know many liberals disagree with what 
I’ve just said and the philosophy behind it. 
But that’s why last month the House Demo- 
cratic leadership passed a bill that would 
cost nearly $30 billion, three times our 
original proposal, and force, compel, many 
States to change their rules. In effect, it 
would produce national child-care standards 
intended to replace local standards that 
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meet local needs and put in place a lot 
more unnecessary paperwork. 

Conservatives know that we don’t need 
this bureaucracy. It would merely prove 
what Will Rogers once said: “Half of Amer- 
ica does nothing but prepare propaganda 
for the other half to read.” [Laughter] So, 
let’s expand the horizons of our kids, not 
the budget of the bureaucracy, and through 
tax incentives give families the help that 
they need to solve their child-care problems 
themselves. 

Next comes the fourth principle of this 
new paradigm: decentralization. In Amer- 
ica, this means dispersing authority to the 
level closest to the source of authority—the 
people. Places such as Peru, for example— 
Hernando de Soto, the brilliant Peruvian 
economist, found that without any central- 
ized bureaucratic direction the ordinary 
streetside entrepreneurs of Lima are pro- 
ducing wealth on a scale that rivals the 
economy officially approved by the state 
bureaucracy. Elsewhere in the world, de- 
centralization has come about through 
nothing less than the triumph of democracy 
over bureaucracy. 

Conservatives know that a strong defense 
has and will continue to help all people 
secure the right to think and dream and 
worship as they please. In Lithuania—as in 
Czechoslovakia and Nicaragua, Budapest, 
Berlin—the words of Thomas Dewey ring 
true: You can’t beat down ideas with a club. 
Today freedom is on the march and will not 
be denied. 

The fifth and final principle of the new 
paradigm is what I referred to earlier: We 
want what works. Our principles, conserva- 
tive principles, were always right. And now 
the whole world can see that what’s right is 
also what works. As I’ve said many times 
before, and I don’t say it with arrogance, 
we know what works—freedom works. We 
are not going to let discredited ideologies 
block the progress of our principles. You 
can ask anyone in Poland or Panama: Tyr- 
anny doesn’t work; freedom does. 

At home, we also want what works. So, 
we've reached agreement with the Senate 
in the first rewrite of the Clean Air Act in 
over a decade. I call on the House to re- 
spond soon and respond responsibly. This 
one is difficult because I think we are all 
committed to leaving the Earth a little 
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better than we found it, and yet we’ve got 
to do it in a balanced way—forward-look- 
ing, forward-leaning. But I will not accept 
legislation that needlessly throws a lot of 
Americans out of work because of lack of 
scientific data. I’m going to hold that line, 
and I would appeal for your help in urging 
the Congress to keep reality in mind as we 
go about getting ourselves out front on the 
cutting edge of environmental protection. 
I’m determined to be both a person who 
protects the environment and one who pro- 
tects the rights of Americans to have jobs. It 
isn’t easy, but I’m convinced that it can be 
done. 

We've unveiled a comprehensive strategy 
to free America of crime and drugs. A lot of 
people in this room have given our plan- 
ners and Roger and his able team—because 
of respects, you’ve worked very closely with 
Bill Bennett—to help us with this compre- 
hensive strategy to free America of crime 
and drugs. We’re asking Congress to expand 
the death penalty for drug kingpins. We 
need to toughen the crime laws at the State 
level, just as we are in Washington. My 
vision for the nineties is an America where 
punishment is at least as tough as the crime. 

Just yesterday, we sent up to the Con- 
gress a three-part budget reform package 
that proposes an amendment to the Consti- 
tution—and I campaigned on this, so there’s 
no surprise—to provide a line-item veto. 
We endorsed the Legislative Line-Item 
Veto Act to strengthen the President’s re- 
scission authority and endorse a balanced 
budget amendment. 

The time has come to enact into law 
these important changes. I sent up to the 
Congress a special piece of legislation to 
help Nicaragua and to help Panama. I think 
we have a real commitment to seeing the 
success of these fragile new democracies. 
Before it leaves the House of Representa- 
tives, billions—literally billions, plural—of 
spending is added to this very special legis- 
lation. I think I need the authority to make 
the tough decision on spending. Nobody 
likes to have to say no to constituents or to 
interests around the country, but if the 
Congress continues to demonstrate that 
they can’t do it, only the President can. 

So, I'd love to have your support on this 
package on the line-item veto, the legisla- 
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tive line-item veto that will strengthen the 
President’s rescission authority; and then, of 
course, our commitment to this balanced 
budget concept. This vision, if you will, is 
one that I think most conservatives support. 
It’s a vision of limited government, but un- 
limited opportunity—a vision to protect the 
family, empower the poor, and reward cre- 
ativity. 

I like bass fishing. There’s a young bass 
fisherman who is a national champion, a 
guy named Ricky Clune. Texans will know 
his name. He’s from Montgomery, Texas. 
One time I was down in Arkansas and saw 
him win—or, at the weigh-in—they did it— 
4,000 or 5,000 people, as these bass boats 
were driven into the coliseum there. I 
couldn’t believe this—4,000 or 5,000 watch- 
ing people weigh fish there in the middle— 
but Ricky Clune, when he got up to speak, 
said this: “I learned to fish following my 
dad down the creeks in my underpants,” .he 
said, “down the creeks of Oklahoma.” And 
then he said this: “Isn’t it great to live in a 
country with no limits?” 

I’ve thought about that a great deal. 
What we’re talking about here in this con- 
servative philosophy is unlimited opportuni- 
ty—a vision to protect the family, empower 
the poor, and reward creativity. This new 
paradigm can fulfill it. I really would ask for 
your support to achieve promise, not empty 
promises: lifting people up, helping keep 
the government bureaucracies at all levels 
under control and, as conservatives, reject 
the hand of big government in favor of a 
Thousand Points of Light, joining hands and 
linking hearts. 

You know, when we started talking about 
a Thousand Points of Light, there was a few 
snickers out there. I had to keep defining 
what I meant. But I think people under- 
stand this. I think Americans—well, since 
de Tocqueville took a look at America— 
understand it. It’s real, one American want- 
ing to help another. So, I am going to con- 
tinue to say that any definition of a success- 
ful life must be the involvement in the lives 
of others, one American helping another. 
That, I think, is a fundamental part of my 
concept of how we can do an awful lot 
more to help people who are desperately in 
need of help in our country. 

So, this is my vision—yours, I think. What 
a dream: to enrich America and help us to 


continue to lead, help us to enrich the 
world. I am really pleased you were here. 
Thanks for the privilege of addressing you. 
And might I say, God bless the United 
States of America. Thank you all very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his opening remarks, he re- 
ferred to Roger B. Porter, Assistant to the 
President for Economic and Domestic 
Policy; Douglas Weed, Special Assistant to 
the President for Public Liaison; evangelist 
Jerry Falwell; Edward Prince, president of 
Prince Corp.; and Michael Valerio, chair- 
man of the board of Papa Tino’s of Amer- 
ica, Inc. 


Nomination of General Michael J. 
Dugan To Be Chief of Staff of the Air 
Force 


April 26, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Gen. Michael J. Dugan, 
United States Air Force, to be Chief of Staff 
of the Air Force. He would succeed Gen. 
Larry D. Welch, whose term expires June 
30, 1990. 

General Dugan is presently serving as 
commander, Allied Air Forces Central 
Europe; commander in chief, United States 
Air Forces in Europe; and Air Force com- 
ponent commander, United States Europe- 
an Command. General Dugan is married 
and has six children. He was born February 
22, 1937, in Albany, NY. 


Proclamation 6122—National Arbor 
Day, 1990 


April 26, 1990 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 


When our Nation was founded more than 
200 years ago, it boasted such dense forests 
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that one European visitor was moved to 
write, “the entire country is one vast 
wood.” During the 19th century, however, 
as our young Republic grew and prospered 
and new towns and industries spread across 
the frontier, the heavy use of wood for fuel, 
lumber, and other products began to de- 
plete our Nation’s trees at an alarming rate. 

To dramatize the need to preserve Amer- 
ica’s dwindling tree supply, concerned resi- 
dents of Nebraska observed the first Arbor 
Day in 1872. Julius Sterling Morton, the 
prominent Nebraska politician who later 
became our third Secretary of Agriculture, 
was instrumental in encouraging other 
States to follow suit. Today, Arbor Day is an 
excellent occasion for all Americans to 
commit themselves to participating in one 
of the most important environmental efforts 
of the decade: our Administration’s plan to 
plant one billion new trees every year for 
the next 10 years. 

The spirit of environmental stewardship 
that animates our annual Arbor Day activi- 
ties is the same spirit that inspires our tree- 
planting efforts throughout the year. 
Thanks to the work of concerned citizens 
and officials at every level of government, 
we currently have more timber growing in 
our forests than at any other time in the 
past 40 years. Last year we set a record in 
acreage of trees planted in a single year. 

However, Arbor Day celebrates much 
more than the cultivation of trees. It calls 
increased attention to the importance of re- 
forestation not only in our national forests 
but also in tropical forests, rain forests, and 
wetlands around the world. It also provides 
an occasion to recognize the excellent man- 
agement practices utilized by private and 
public foresters in their efforts to respond 
to the ever-increasing demand for wood 
products in this country. 

As we observe Arbor Day, let us grateful- 
ly acknowledge the thousands of Americans 
who are engaged in efforts to plant and 
care for trees in their cities and neighbor- 
hoods. From children aided by their parents 
or teachers to volunteers involved in highly 
organized reforestation and wildlife habitat 
restoration projects, Americans of all ages 
are helping to improve our communities, 
parks, forests, and wilderness areas. Their 
efforts will help to clean our air, improve 
the quality of our water, and shelter us 
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from the sun and wind. To them goes the 
lasting honor described by the American 
clergyman and author, Henry Van Dyke: 
“He that planteth a tree is the servant of 
God, He provideth a kindness for many 
generations, and faces that he hath not seen 
shall bless him.” 

In recognition of the value of planting 
trees, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolu- 
tion 258, has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation designat- 
ing the last Friday of April 1990 as “Nation- 
al Arbor Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim April 27, 1990, as National 
Arbor Day. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this day with ap- 
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of April, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:47 p.m., April 27, 1990] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on April 27. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate on 
Modifications of the Generalized 
System of Preferences 


April 26, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: [Dear Mr. President:] 

I am writing concerning the Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP) and six current 
beneficiary developing countries. The GSP 
program is authorized by the Trade Act of 
1974, as amended (“the 1974 Act”). 

I intend to suspend indefinitely Liberia 
from its status as a GSP beneficiary for fail- 
ure to comply with section 502(b\7) of the 
1974 Act concerning internationally recog- 
nized worker rights. In addition, I intend to 
designate current beneficiaries Kiribati, 
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Mauritania, Mozambique, Tuvalu, and 
Vanuatu as least-developed beneficiary de- 
veloping countries, in accordance with sec- 
tion 504(c\6) of the 1974 Act. 

My decisions will take place at least 60 
days from the date of this letter. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. The letter was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on April 27. 


Memorandum on Modifications of the 
Generalized System of Preferences 


April 26, 1990 


Memorandum for the United States Trade 
Representative 


Subject: Actions Concerning the General- 
ized System of Preferences 


Pursuant to subsections 502(b\4) and 
502(b\7) and section 504 of the Trade Act 
of 1974, as amended (the 1974 Act) (19 
U.S.C. 2462(b\4), 2462(b\X7), and 2464), the 
President is authorized to make determina- 
tions concerning the alleged expropriation 
without compensation by a beneficiary de- 
veloping country, to make findings concern- 
ing whether steps have been taken or are 
being taken by certain beneficiary develop- 
ing countries to afford internationally rec- 
ognized worker rights to workers in such 
countries, and to modify the application of 
duty-free treatment under the Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP) currently 
being afforded to such beneficiary develop- 
ing countries as a result of my determina- 
tions. 

Specifically, after considering private 
sector requests for a review of the alleged 
violation by Costa Rica and Uruguay of the 
expropriation provisions of subsection 
502(b\4) of the 1974 Act, I have decided to 
terminate the reviews of Costa Rica and 
Uruguay without prejudice, noting that 
modification of GSP eligibility is not war- 
ranted at this time. 


Second, after considering various private 
sector requests for a review of whether or 
not certain beneficiary developing countries 
have taken or are taking steps to afford 
internationally recognized worker rights (as 
defined in subsection 502(aX4) of the 1974 
Act) to workers in such countries, and in 
accordance with subsection 502(b\7) of the 
1974 Act, I have determined that Indonesia 
and Thailand have taken or are taking steps 
to afford internationally recognized worker 
rights, and I have determined that Liberia 
has not taken and is not taking steps to 
afford such internationally recognized 
rights. Therefore, I am notifying the Con- 
gress of my intention to suspend the GSP 
eligibility of Liberia. Finally, I have deter- 
mined to continue to review the status of 
such worker rights in Benin, the Dominican 
Republic, Haiti, Nepal, and Syria. 

Further, pursuant to section 504 of the 
1974 Act, after considering various requests 
for a waiver of the application of section 
504(c) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2464(c)) 
with respect to certain eligible articles, I 
have determined to modify the application 
of duty-free treatment under the GSP cur- 
rently being afforded to certain articles and 
to certain beneficiary developing countries. 

Specifically, I have determined, pursuant 
to subsection 504(d\1) of the 1974 Act (19 
U.S.C. 2464(d\1)), that the limitation pro- 
vided for in subsection 504(cX1\B) of the 
1974 Act should not apply with respect to 
certain eligible articles because no like or 
directly competitive article was produced in 
the United States on January 3, 1985. Such 
articles are enumerated in the list of Har- 
monized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States (HTS) subheadings in Annex A. 

Pursuant to subsection 504(c\3) of the 
1974 Act, I have also determined to: 1) 
waive the application of section 504(c) of 
the 1974 Act with respect to certain eligible 
articles from certain beneficiary developing 
countries; and 2) waive the application of 
subsection 504(c\2\B) of the 1974 Act with 
respect to certain eligible articles from cer- 
tain beneficiary developing countries. I 
have received the advice of the United 
States International Trade Commission on 
whether any industries in the United States 
are likely to be adversely affected by such 
waivers, and I have determined, based on 
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that advice and on the considerations de- 
scribed in sections 501 and 502(c) of the 
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462(c)), that 
such waivers are in the national economic 
interest of the United States. The waivers of 
section 504(c) of the 1974 Act apply to the 
eligible articles in the HTS subheadings and 
the beneficiary developing countries oppo- 
site such HTS subheadings enumerated in 
Annex B. The waivers of subsection 
504(cX2\B) of the 1974 Act apply to the 
eligible articles in the HTS subheadings and 
the beneficiary developing countries oppo- 
site such HTS subheadings enumerated in 
Annex C. 

These determinations shall be published 
in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:19 p.m., April 30, 1990] 


Note: The memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on April 
27. 


Proclamation 6123—To Modify Duty- 
Free Treatment Under the Generalized 
System of Preferences and for Other 
Purposes 


April 26, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


1. Pursuant to Title V of the Trade Act of 
1974, as amended (the 1974 Act) (19 U.S.C. 
2461 et seq.), the President may designate 
specific articles provided for in the Harmo- 
nized Tariff Schedule of the United States 
(HTS) as eligible for preferential tariff treat- 
ment under the Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) when imported from des- 
ignated beneficiary developing countries. 

2. Pursuant to section 504(c) of the 1974 
Act (19 U.S.C. 2464(c)), beneficiary develop- 
ing countries, except those designated as 
least-developed beneficiary developing 
countries pursuant -to section 504(c\6) of 
the 1974 Act, are subject to limitations on 
the preferential treatment afforded under 
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the GSP. Pursuant to section 504(c\5) of the 
1974 Act, a country that is no longer treat- 
ed as a beneficiary developing country with 
respect to an eligible article may be redes- 
ignated as a beneficiary developing country 
with respect to such article if imports of 
such article from such country did not 
exceed the limitations in section 504(c\1) 
(after application of section 504(c\2)) during 
the preceding calendar year. Further, pur- 
suant to section 504(d\1) of the 1974 Act 
(19 U.S.C. 2464(d\1)), the limitations pro- 
vided in section 504(c\1\B) shall not apply 
with respect to an eligible article if a like or 
directly competitive article was not pro- 
duced in the United States on January 3, 
1985. 

3. Sections 502(bX7) and 502(c\X7) of the 
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(bX7) and 
2462(c\7)) provide that a country that has 
not taken or is not taking steps to afford 
internationally recognized worker rights, as 
defined in section 502(a\X4) of the 1974 Act 
(19 U.S.C. 2462(a\4)), is ineligible for desig- 
nation as a beneficiary developing country 
for purposes of the GSP. Pursuant to section 
504 of the 1974 Act, the President may 
withdraw, suspend, or limit the application 
of duty-free treatment under the GSP with 
respect to any article or with respect to any 
country upon consideration of the factors 
set forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of the 
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462(c)). 

4. Pursuant to sections 501, 503(a), and 
504(a) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461, 
2463(a), and 2464(a)), in order to subdivide 
and amend the nomenclature of existing 
provisions for the purposes of the GSP, I 
have determined, after taking into account 
information and advice received under sec- 
tion 503(a), that the HTS should be modi- 
fied to adjust the original designation of eli- 
gible articles. In addition, pursuant to Title 
V of the 1974 Act, I have determined that 
it is appropriate to designate specified arti- 
cles provided for in the HTS as eligible for 
preferential tariff treatment under the GSP 
when imported from designated beneficiary 
developing countries, and that such treat- 
ment for other articles should be terminat- 
ed. I have also determined, pursuant to sec- 
tions 504 (a) and (cX1) of the 1974 Act, that 
certain beneficiary developing countries 
should no longer receive preferential tariff 
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treatment under the GSP with respect to 
certain eligible articles. Further, I have de- 
termined, pursuant to section 504(c\X5) of 
the 1974 Act, that certain countries should 
be redesignated as beneficiary developing 
countries with respect to specified previous- 
ly designated eligible articles. These coun- 
tries have been previously excluded from 
benefits of the GSP with respect to such 
eligible articles pursuant to section 504(c\1) 
of the 1974 Act. Last, I have determined 
that section 504(cX1\B) of the 1974 Act 
should not apply with respect to certain eli- 
gible articles because no like or directly 
competitive article was produced in the 
United States on January 3, 1985. 

5. Pursuant to sections 502(b\7), 502(c\7), 
and 504 of the 1974 Act, I have determined 
that it is appropriate to provide for the sus- 
pension of preferential treatment under the 
GSP for articles that are currently eligible 
for such treatment and that are imported 
from Liberia. Such suspension is the result 
of my determination that Liberia has not 
taken and is not taking steps to afford inter- 
nationally recognized worker rights, as de- 
fined in section 502(a\4) of the 1974 Act. 

6. Section 504(c\6) of the 1974 Act pro- 
vides that section 504(c) of the 1974 Act 
shall not apply to any beneficiary develop- 
ing country that the President determines, 
based on the considerations described in 
sections 501 and 502(c) of the 1974 Act, to 
be a least-developed beneficiary developing 
country. Accordingly, after taking into ac- 
count the considerations in sections 501 and 
502(c) of the 1974 Act, I have determined 
to designate the beneficiary developing 
countries of Kiribati, Mauritania, Mozam- 
bique, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu as least-devel- 
oped beneficiary developing countries. 

7. Section 503(cX1) of the 1974 Act (19 
U.S.C. 2463(c\1)) provides that the Presi- 
dent may not designate certain specified 
categories of import-sensitive articles as eli- 
gible articles under the GSP. Section 
503(cX1XA) of the 1974 Act provides that 
textile and apparel articles that are subject 
to textile agreements are import-sensitive. 
Pursuant to section 504(a) of the 1974 Act, I 
am acting to modify the HTS to remove 
from eligibility under the GSP those articles 
that have become subject to textile agree- 
ments and to make certain conforming 
changes in the HTS. 


8. Section 1204(b\1\C) of the Omnibus 
Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988 (the 
1988 Act) (19 U.S.C. 3004(bX1\XC)) author- 
izes the President to proclaim such modifi- 
cations to the HTS as are necessary or ap- 
propriate to implement such technical rec- 
tifications to the HTS as the President con- 
siders necessary. Pursuant to _ section 
1204(b\1\C) of the 1988 Act, I have deter- 
mined that certain technical rectifications 
to the HTS are necessary. 

9. Section 242 of the Compact of Free 
Association (the Compact), entered into by 
the Government of the United States and 
the Governments of the Marshall Islands 
and of the Federated States of Micronesia 
(the freely associated states), as given effect 
by section 401(a) of the Compact of Free 
Association Act of 1985 (the Association Act) 
(Public Law 99-239; 99 Stat. 1770, 1838), 
provides that, upon implementation of the 
Compact, the President shall proclaim duty- 
free treatment for most products of the 
freely associated states, subject to the limi- 
tations provided in sections 503(b) and 
504(c) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(b) 
and 2464(c)). Pursuant to section 401 of the 
Association Act, I proclaimed duty-free 
treatment for such products in Proclama- 
tion No. 6030 of September 28, 1989. In 
order to conform the tariff treatment of 
goods from the freely associated states more 
closely with the limitations imposed under 
sections 503(b) and 504(c) of the 1974 Act 
and to provide more equitable tariff treat- 
ment for the freely associated states as af- 
forded beneficiary developing countries 
under the GSP, I have determined that 
changes should be made in general note 
3(c\ viii) to the HTS. 

10. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2483) authorizes the President to embody 
in the HTS the substance of the provisions 
of that Act, and of other acts affecting 
import treatment, and actions thereunder. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, including but not limited to Title V 
and section 604 of the 1974 Act, section 
1204(b) of the 1988 Act, and section 401 of 
the Association Act, do proclaim that: 
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(1) In order to provide benefits under the 
GSP to specified designated eligible articles 
when imported from any designated benefi- 
ciary developing country and to remove 
from eligibility under the GSP those articles 
that have become subject to textile agree- 
ments, the HTS is modified as provided in 
Annex I to this proclamation. 

(2) (a) In order to provide benefits under 
the GSP to specified designated eligible ar- 
ticles when imported from any designated 
beneficiary developing country, the Rates 
of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for the HTS 
subheadings enumerated in Annexes II(a) 
and II(b\1) is modified by inserting in the 
parentheses the symbol “A” as provided in 
such Annexes to this proclamation. 

(b) In order to terminate preferential 
tariff treatment under the GSP for articles 
imported from all designated beneficiary 
developing countries, the Rates of Duty 1l- 
Special subcolumn for the HTS subheadings 
enumerated in Annex II(b\2) is modified by 
deleting the symbol “A” in the parentheses. 

(c) In order to provide preferential tariff 
treatment under the GSP to certain coun- 
tries that have been excluded from the ben- 
efits of the GSP for certain eligible articles 
imported from such countries, following my 
determination that a country not previously 
receiving such benefits should again be 
treated as a beneficiary developing country 
with respect to such articles, the Rates of 
Duty 1-Special subcolumn for each of the 
HTS provisions enumerated in Annex II 
(bX3) to this proclamation is modified: (i) by 
deleting from such subcolumn for such HTS 
provisions the symbol “A*” in parentheses, 
and (ii) by inserting in such subcolumn the 
symbol “A” in lieu thereof. 

(d) In order to provide that one or more 
countries should no longer be treated as 
beneficiary developing countries with re- 
spect to an eligible article for purposes of 
the GSP, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subco- 
lumn for each of the HTS provisions enu- 
merated in Annex II(b\X4) to this proclama- 
tion is modified: (i) by deleting from such 
subcolumn for such HTS provisions the 
symbol “A” in parentheses, and (ii) by in- 
serting in such subcolumn the symbol “A*” 
in lieu thereof. 

(3) In order to provide for the suspension 
of preferential treatment under the GSP for 
Liberia, to provide for the designation of 
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Kiribati, Mauritania, Mozambique, Tuvalu, 
and Vanuatu as least-developed beneficiary 
developing countries, to provide that one or 
more countries that have not been treated 
as beneficiary developing countries with 
respect to an eligible article should be re- 
designated as beneficiary developing coun- 
tries with respect to such article for pur- 
poses of the GSP, and to provide that one 
or more countries should no longer be 
treated as beneficiary developing countries 
with respect to an eligible article for pur- 
poses of the GSP, general note 3(c\ii) to the 
HTS is modified as provided in Annex III to 
this proclamation. 

(4) In order to provide for the continu- 
ation of previously proclaimed staged re- 
ductions on Canadian goods in the HTS 
provisions modified in Annex I to this proc- 
lamation, effective with respect to goods 
originating in the territory of Canada that 
are entered, or withdrawn from warehouse 
for consumption, on or after the dates speci- 
fied in Annex IV to this proclamation, the 
rate of duty in the HTS set forth in the 
Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn followed 
by the symbol “CA” in parentheses for each 
of the HTS subheadings enumerated in 
such Annex shall be deleted and the rate of 
duty provided in such Annex inserted in 
lieu thereof. 

(5) In order to provide for the continu- 
ation of previously proclaimed staged re- 
ductions on products of Israel in the HTS 
subheadings modified in Annex I to this 
proclamation, effective with respect to arti- 
cles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse 
for consumption, on or after the dates speci- 
fied in Annex V to this proclamation, the 
rate of duty in the HTS set forth in the 
Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn followed 
by the symbol “IL” in parentheses for each 
of the HTS subheadings enumerated in 
such Annex shall be deleted and the rate of 
duty provided in such Annex inserted in 
lieu thereof. 

(6) In order to make technical rectifica- 
tions in particular provisions, the HTS is 
modified as set forth in Annex VI to this 
proclamation. 

(7) In order to make changes in the tariff 
treatment of goods from the freely associat- 
ed states, general note 3(c\viii) to the HTS 
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is modified as set forth in Annex VII to this 
proclamation. 

(8) Any provisions of previous proclama- 
tions and Executive orders inconsistent with 
the provisions of this proclamation are 
hereby superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

(9Xa) The amendments made by Annexes 
(a), I(a), and IlI(a) of this proclamation 
shall be effective with respect to articles 
both: (i) imported on or after January 1, 
1976, and (ii) entered, or withdrawn from 
warehouse for consumption, on or after 
May 1, 1990. 

(b) The amendments made by Annexes 
I(b), II(b), and III(b) of this proclamation 
shall be effective with respect to articles 
both: (i) imported on or after January 1, 
1976, and (ii) entered, or withdrawn from 
warehouse for consumption, on or after July 
1, 1990. . 

(c) The amendments made by Annexes IV 
and V of this proclamation shall be effective 
with respect to articles entered, or with- 
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on 
or after the dates indicated for the respec- 
tive Annex columns. 

(d) The amendments made by Annex VI 
of this proclamation shall be effective with 
respect to articles entered, or withdrawn 
from warehouse for consumption, on or 
after January 1, 1989. 

(e) The amendments made by Annex VII 
of this proclamation shall be effective with 
respect to articles entered, or withdrawn 
from warehouse for consumption, on or 
after October 18, 1989. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of April, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:48 p.m., April 27, 1990] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on April 27, 
and the annexes were printed in the “Feder- 
al Register” of May 1. 


Executive Order 12712—Adding the 
Secretary of Energy to the National 
Space Council 


April 26, 1990 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
add the Secretary of Energy to the National 
Space Council, it is hereby ordered that Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 12675 shall be amended 
by adding a new Section 1(bX7) that shall 
read “(7) The Secretary of Energy;” and by 
renumbering the current Sections 1(b\7) 
through 1(bX12), Sections 1(b\8) through 
1(bX 13), respectively. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 26, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:48 p.m., April 27, 1990] 


Note: The Executive order was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on April 
27. 


Statement on International Trade 
April 27, 1990 


After extensive discussions with Ambassa- 
dor Hills, Secretary Brady, and the mem- 
bers of my Economic Policy Council (EPC) 
on the Super 301 provisions of the Omnibus 
Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988, I 
have directed Ambassador Hills to give her 
highest priority to bringing the Uruguay 
round of multilateral trade negotiations to a 
timely and successful conclusion in Decem- 
ber of this year. I believe that multilateral 
negotiations in GATT [General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade] are the most promis- 
ing route for creating new opportunities for 
American industry and agriculture and 
strengthening the global trading system. 

Promoting a vibrant, open trading rela- 
tionship with Japan remains a key trade pri- 
ority of the administration. I have carefully 
reviewed with the EPC the recent progress 
in negotiations with Japan. Since my meet- 
ing with Prime Minister Kaifu in March, 
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Japan has moved to address our concerns in 
the Structural Impediments Initiative (SII) 
and in bilateral negotiations involving su- 
percomputers, satellites, and wood prod- 
ucts. The interim SII report made a promis- 
ing start toward reducing structural barriers 
that contribute to bilateral trade imbal- 
ances. 

I am not under any illusion that the SII 
interim report will lead to an immediate 
improvement in the trade balance with 
Japan or an end to bilateral trade disputes. 
When two nations like the United States 
and Japan share dynamic economies, a com- 
mitment to excellence, and strong trading 
traditions, some commercial differences are 
inevitable. Nevertheless, I believe that 
Prime Minister Kaifu and the Japanese po- 
litical leadership share my commitment to 
ensuring that trade strengthens rather than 
undermines the friendship between our na- 
tions. 

Accordingly, I look forward to substantial 
progress with Japan in the final SII report 
in July and on a variety of other trade 
issues. I will work closely with the Congress 
to implement the U.S. side of the SII, par- 
ticularly in the areas of savings, education, 
and budgetary reform. 

I have directed our U.S. negotiators to 
seek agreement with their Japanese coun- 
terparts on a joint mechanism to monitor 
the implementation of SII in both nations 
and consider the need for further actions. 
This mechanism should include regular re- 
ports on actions and results. 

Because last year’s Super 301 investiga- 
tions on India remain unresolved, I have 
continued the identification of India as a 
trade liberalization priority. I have decided 
not to identify any new priority countries or 
practices under Super 301. 

Let there be no mistake. This administra- 
tion is committed to free and fair trade. We 
want open markets and fair treatment for 
our products, services, investment, and 
ideas. We will move forward in the Uru- 
guay round and, as appropriate, under sec- 
tion 301 to remove foreign barriers to 
American goods. I am also directing Ambas- 
sador Hills to expand her semiannual report 
on section 301 to review both the status of 
existing section 301 investigations and relat- 
ed initiatives in important markets such as 
Japan. 
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I have directed Ambassador Hills immedi- 
ately to brief the Congress on the reasons 
for my decision today. 


Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
the American Legislative Exchange 
Council 


April 27, 1990 


The President. Such enthusiasm for 
Sununu finishing—it’s wonderful. [Laugh- 
ter] Look, I’m just delighted to be back with 
this most distinguished group. 

Let me say, having interrupted our Chief 
of Staff, how fortunate I am to have some- 
one as Chief of Staff here in the White 
House who did—as Sam Rayburn often 
talked about—did run for sheriff. Remem- 
ber what Rayburn said? He said: “Well, that 
guy’s trouble. He never ran,” he said, 
“never ran for sheriff.” And what he really 
meant is didn’t have a feel for the people. 
And John not only ran successfully for Gov- 
ernor of his great State but he understands 
and keeps reminding me of the philosophi- 
cal underpinnings of our administration: de- 
centralization and federalism, which I want 
to mention to you today about. And so, I am 
very, very pleased that he was over here, 
and I have great confidence in him and in 
Roger Porter, as well, who’s up here, who 
handles so many of our—have you already 
unloaded on these guys? 

Mr. Porter. No, I’m following. 

The President. Following? [Laughter] 
And Roger has respect on the Hill that 
really is unparalleled in terms of the job 
that he fills and in previous administrations. 
And so, I’m very, very lucky. 

I also have another person over here that 
ran for sheriff. She was the speaker—as 
many of you know—of her legislature. And 
that brings another dimension to this out- 
reach that we’re trying to do, because we 
learn from the input we get from people 
coming in here. The danger is isolation. 
And I know some think I’m a little frenetic 
in my activities, but when you get out, even 
if it’s just driving as we did to a food bank a 
couple of days ago, you get a feel for what’s 
on people’s minds and what works and 
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what we ought to try to do better. So, I’m 
delighted you’re here in that spirit. 

I want to thank Frank Messersmith, who 
came out and handed me a letter and told 
me of the support that you all are giving us, 
which I’ve already heard about, in the field 
of education. I want to congratulate Ellen, 
who’s soon to become your new president— 
Ellen Sauerbrey. And it’s also good to see 
Sam Brunelli, Ron Scheberle, and so many 
other familiar faces out there in the back 
benches and all across this room. 

You know, before I get into the substance 
here, let me just talk about something that 
is important to America and to every State, 
and that is the completion of this U.S. 
census. Today Census Bureau workers are 
beginning to visit all addresses from which 
census forms have not been received, a 
mammoth undertaking. I simply want to 
take this opportunity to urge every Ameri- 
can who has not returned the census form 
to do so, to stand up and be counted. 


Now, it’s great to be back among so many 
leaders from the States, those of you who 
belong to ALEC, the American Legislative 
Exchange Council, more than 2,300 strong. 
As State leaders, in alliance with leaders 
from the business community, you’re prov- 
ing every day what I mentioned at the be- 
ginning: that the government closest to the 
people is truly the government of the 
people. We’ve seen the wisdom of federal- 
ism vindicated over and over again. 

In the sixties—just think back—the pre- 
vailing belief was that big problems re- 
quired big government solutions. And of 
course, this country did face very real, big 
problems—private heartaches that, taken 
together, afflicted all of America. But our 
pockets were often deeper than our think- 
ing. 

Take the War on Poverty as a prime ex- 
ample. This was a unilateral war in which 
the Federal Government sought no allies 
and followed only one strategy. And we 
soon learned what the strategy lacked: It 
lacked an understanding of the problems, it 
lacked flexibility, and often it simply lacked 
programs that worked. And so, we learned 
a very hard lesson. And this wasn’t just 
Democrat or Republican; it was across the 
aisle, across the board, across—to some 
degree, back then—even philosophical dif- 


ferences. But we learned, and good inten- 
tions can go astray. And if the Federal Gov- 
ernment neglects State and local govern- 
ment, it’s bound to. 


So, let me say it plain and simple: I am a 
believer in the Jeffersonian tradition. I be- 
lieve that innovation springs from these 50 
laboratories of democracy. And I believe in 
the inherent wisdom and leadership of the 
States. 


Federalism must be a dynamic partner- 
ship if we’re to end that age-old affliction of 
mankind: poverty—poverty of knowledge 
and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty 
of hope. We’re going to need such a part- 
nership if we’re to meet new missions to 
keep expanding opportunity in this field 
that we were just talking about—improving 
education, to implement a national trans- 
portation strategy, and to fight the scourge 
of illegal drug use. 


Our partnership must begin with an accu- 
rate account of the depth and scope of our 
needs that can only begin with the US. 
census, a project that needs your involve- 
ment. Again, at this moment these census 
workers are beginning to visit all addresses 
from which they haven’t come back in. And 
we really need to get moving on this, be- 
cause census data will help you make im- 
portant decisions for the States. And it 
really fits into this theme of decentraliza- 
tion, part of the decentralization of govern- 
ment, of putting our trust where it belongs: 
with the people. 


So, it’s not enough to seek a dynamic 
partnership between Washington and 
Austin, Atlanta, and Sacramento. We must 
turn to our families, our schools, our small 
businesses; and we must often seek the 
achievement of public goals through private 
means and individual action, individual 
empowerment. Our partnership must in- 
clude everyone if we're to fulfill our 
agenda—an agenda that is progrowth, pro- 
family, and profreedom. We need this part- 
nership to keep America growing. And 
that’s why Congress must pass a cut in the 
capital gains tax this year. 


For America to be competitive, we need 
to invest money in productive uses, gener- 
ating new jobs, generating opportunities for 
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all. We also need the partnership I referred 
to a second ago to keep America moving, to 
implement a national transportation strate- 
gy for the 2lst century. You understand 
that leadership must begin with those clos- 
est to our transportation problems: the 
States. And you understand that the States 
deserve a greater say in how our transporta- 
tion dollars are spent. 


And so, I’m asking you to help others 
understand that our transportation strategy 
is, indeed, the road to the future. And as 
you often stress, we also need to protect the 
bedrock institution of American life: the 
family. We are not yet certain what kind of 
child-care legislation this Congress will pass. 
But if Congress stamps out the power of the 
parents to choose family or church-affiliated 
child care, I will give that legislation a 
stamp of my own: I will give it the veto 
stamp because I am not going to accept 
highly centralized standards and standards 
that rule out participation of local churches 
or local family groups in solving this nation- 
al problem. 


We also want to bring these same princi- 
ples of choice and flexibility to the way in 
which we educate our kids. I'll leave it to 
Roger Porter, who is perfectly capable—far 
better than I, actually—to brief you on the 
education goals, on our education summit, 
all that we can do working together. But 
just let me say that as I work with the 
Governors to bring renewed excellence to 
American education, I’m also looking for 
advice and support and, certainly, leader- 
ship. And when it comes to leadership, your 
federation is already supporting open en- 
rollment plans to give parents choice in se- 
lecting their schools; alternative certifica- 
tion to let the talented share their knowl- 
edge; and finally, merit pay with account- 
ability for all. So, we’re not just thinking 
along the same lines; we’re working to 
achieve the same goals in education. 

Your federation also calls itself—and I 
think properly so—profreedom. What does 
this mean? It means working at the Federal 
and State levels to develop ways to liberate 
people from dependency on government, 
not bind them to it, one generation after 
another. And it can only mean freedom 
from drugs. I commend your Substance 
Abuse Task Force for doing an excellent job 
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in devising a set of tough, realistic recom- 
mendations that complements and expands 
our National Drug Strategy, our national 
effort. 

And finally, Americans must be free from 
fear. When honest working people are 
afraid to go to the corner grocery store or 
to walk home from the bus at night, then 
fear of crime has stolen our most precious 
possession—our liberty. And it is to protect 
this freedom and the freedom to safely walk 
the streets that we offered up a good crime 
package. I sent this crime package last year 
to the Hill. Congress has, to its credit, ap- 
proved new prison space and more Federal 
law enforcement officers. But too much 
work remains unfinished on the rest of this 
crime package, the portion that concerns 
violent crime. And once again, I call on 
Congress to pass laws at least as tough as 
the criminals we convict. 


Crime and illegal drug use, transporta- 
tion, education—as we near the end of the 
century, these challenges that confront our 
nation sometimes seem bigger than our 
ability to solve them. And they are if we 
act only as partisan Democrats or partisan 
Republicans, as parochial members of a 
region or a faction or an interest group. But 
by working together as Americans, [ still 
feel that we can lick any problem, no 
matter how big, how complex, or how 
deeply rooted it may be. That’s why I value 
our partnership, our dynamic partnership, 
and look forward to working with you in 
the years ahead. 


Thank you for the tremendous support 
that you have given our administration, and 
I hope that you will continue. We are grate- 
ful to you. Thanks for coming our way, and 
God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his opening remarks, he re- 
ferred to John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to 
the President; Roger B. Porter, Assistant to 
the President for Economic and Domestic 
Policy; and Frank S. Messersmith, Sam 
Brunelli, and Ronald Scheberle, president, 
executive director, and chairman of the 
business sector of the council, respectively. 
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Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony 
for the President’s Volunteer Action 
Awards 


April 27, 1990 


Welcome, everybody. Please be seated. 
Well, welcome all. I’m just delighted to be 
with you. And I was looking around because 
I’m told that Senator Durenberger was 
going to be here—I don’t quite spot him. 
But in any event, I’m delighted that you all 
are here. Is Governor Kean here? There he 
is, way back there, and Deb—I want to say 
hello to the former Governor of New 
Jersey, who I was told was going to be 
here—uncharacteristically, in the back row, 
but nevertheless—{/aughter|—welcome to 
the White House. 

The famous broadcaster you all know, 
Paul Harvey, tells a story of a man named 
Vincent who lived in southern Belgium. 
And he was a very poor man who lived in a 
simple hut, dressed in an old coat, trousers 
made of sacking cloth. But Vincent em- 
bodied the spirit of helping others. For he 
knew that although he had very few posses- 
sions, he still had a great gift to give. When 
a mining disaster struck, many villagers in- 
jured, no one fought harder to save them 
than Vincent did. And for days on end he 
cared for the injured and helped feed and 
clothe the needy. And years later Vincent 
Van Gogh, today one of the world’s beloved 
masters, painted his famous “Starry Night.” 
Though 100 years have passed since he put 
brush to canvas and created a masterpiece, 
the value of serving others has not changed. 

I’ve often said that from now on any defi- 
nition of a successful life must include serv- 
ing others. The members of our Cabinet are 
taking the lead in their departments and in 
their trips around the country, and I’m 
grateful to all of them. I know that two are 
with us today—Secretary [of the Interior] 
Lujan and Secretary [of Commerce] Mos- 
bacher—and if others are, I’m sorry I can’t 
spot you right now. But we owe them a 
vote of gratitude for the way they’re carry- 
ing this message as well. 

Today it’s my special honor to present the 
President’s Volunteer Action Awards to 19 
of America’s Thousand Points of Light who 
embody that definition of success. Let me 
just tell you about a few of them and then 
we'll get on with the ceremony. There’s 


Clarence Wilson of St. Louis, a 17-year-old 
high school student who watched the neigh- 
borhood where he grew up give way to 
crime, drug dealing, and condemned hous- 
ing. And then a year ago, personal tragedy 
struck: a fire destroyed his home and killed 
his mom, his cousin, and his aunt. He decid- 
ed it wasn’t just a time to mourn; it was a 
time for action. And he began a neighbor- 
hood watch program, set up a citizens team 
to paint over the graffiti and encourage 
neighbors to cooperate with police to rid 
the community of drugs. Clarence, you are 
an outstanding example to the young 
people of this country. And I hope every 
single one of them will follow your exam- 
ple. 

Providence House is a network of six resi- 
dential facilities in New Rochelle, New 
York, that provide a home and a haven to 
women and children in crisis situations. Un- 
fortunately, too many facilities serving 
women in trouble do not accept their chil- 
dren. Providence House is different, open- 
ing its doors to mothers and children, 
giving them the security they need. One of 
the homes in the Providence House net- 
work is creatively called My Mother’s 
House. And it gives shelter to the children 
of incarcerated women, allowing them to 
tell their friends, truthfully, I live at My 
Mother’s House with my mother’s friends. 
[Laughter] Another one of the homes is a 
homeless shelter providing family and job 
counseling. Over 100 concerned volunteers 
are involved in the Providence House pro- 
gram. We appreciate your dedication to 
making a better life for these men and 
women. 

And then there’s a story—the next one. 
Henry Gaskins, a supervisor at the Library 
of Congress, who holds a doctor’s degree, a 
doctorate in education, and his wife Mary 
Ann who works at NASA [National Air and 
Space Administration] and also has an edu- 
cation degree. And they began a youth club 
several years ago, but soon decided that 
young people in the inner city needed 
more than just a place to go. What began as 
afterschool recreation soon became after- 
school workshops on education and jobs, so 
these young people could really go places. 
The Gaskins began tutoring young black 
children for free, 6 days a week in their 
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own home. The Freedom Youth Academy, 
as the kids themselves named it, soon 
became a reality. And now over 80 percent 
of the academy students, from kindergarten 
to 12th grade, have earned academic dis- 
tinction. In fact, the high school students’ 
SAT [Scholastic Aptitude Test] scores have 
improved from anywhere from 50 to 360 
points, with many students going on to the 
Nation’s very top schools. Mr. and Mrs. Gas- 
kins, you’ve done so much for these young 
people, and we are very grateful to you. 

And among the many businesses pitching 
in across America is the Adolf Coors Com- 
pany. Nearly half the total Coors work force 
in the State of Colorado, about 4,000 com- 
pany employees and retirees, have banded 
together to donate approximately 35,000 
hours of service to 116 separate projects in 
their communities. They’ve participated in 
winter clothing drives, food drives, commu- 
nity health checkups, low-income housing 
renovations, recycling programs, special 


olympics. You name it, all across the board, 
they’ve done it. Must be something in the 
water out there, but nevertheless—{/augh- 
ter}—it sounds grueling, 35,000 hours, but 
what a wonderful example. The enthusiasm 


that these employees have for community 
service really is remarkable. And every 
company in America should follow that 
lead. To all the Coors employees: Thank 
you for opening your hearts to your com- 
munities. 

Every award recipient here today really 
has an amazing story. For today’s winners 
know that only in serving others do we find 
the fulfillment that everyone is seeking in 
life. Listen to every one of the men and 
women here with us today, and every one 
will tell you that serving others enriches 
their own lives at least as much as it en- 
riches the lives of those that they touch. 
Each of these Americans holds the light of 
humanity in their hearts. And, like a candle 
in a steady hand, they share that light and 
inspire commitment in so many others. 
There is a bright path of goodness and love 
through the dark night of sadness and de- 
spair. I thank you, all of you, for what 
you’ve done. And God bless each and every 
one of you. 

Now, Barbara and I will present the 1990 
President’s Volunteer Action Awards with 
the help of two other very special people 
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who've devoted so much of their time and 
talent to helping others—Jane Kenny, the 
head of ACTION; and my good friend, Gov- 
ernor George Romney, the Chairman of 
VOLUNTEER: the National Center. So, 
could I ask you all to come forward, and we 
will begin. 


[At this point, the awards were presented.) 


The President. Well, I am also pleased to 
announce that Mrs. Madrid is this adminis- 
tration’s second recipient of an award 
named for a great President, a good friend, 
the originator of the President’s Volunteer 
Action Awards—the Ronald Reagan Award 
for Volunteer Excellence. This special 
award was created to honor the individual 
whose contribution to voluntarism is great- 
est among the winners of the President’s 
Volunteer Action Awards. Awfully difficult 
choice, but, Mrs. Madrid, we’d like to 
present you the Ronald Reagan Award. To 
you, and to all of you, our warmest con- 
gratulations. And again thank you all for 
coming. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to Debra An- 
derson, Deputy Assistant to the President 
and Director of the Office of Intergovern- 
mental Affairs. 


Designation of Edward E. Allison as 
Vice Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Pennsylvania Avenue 
Development Corporation 


April 27, 1990 


The President today designated Edward 
E. Allison as Vice Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Pennsylvania Avenue De- 
velopment Corporation. He would succeed 
Arthur A. Fletcher. 

Currently Mr. Allison serves as a partner 
with the law firm of McAuliffe, Kelly, Raf- 
faelli and Siemens in Washington, DC. Prior 
to this, he served as an associate with 
Heron, Burchette, Ruckert and Rothwell in 
Washington, DC; senior adviser in the 1988 
George Bush for President campaign; ad- 
ministrative assistant to Senator and Gener- 





al Chairman of the Republican Party Paul 
Laxalt; and press secretary and administra- 
tive assistance for Senator Laxalt. 

Mr. Allison received a bachelor of arts 
degree and a master of arts degree from 
the University of Nevada. He was born Jan- 
uary 9, 1940, in Denver, CO. Mr. Allison 
served in the Army National Guard and the 
Air National Guard. He is married, has two 
children, and resides in Great Falls, VA. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





April 22 


Reef Relief, of Key West, FL. After witnessing an 
increase in the loss of coral reefs from anchors 
and excessive visitors, Craig Quirolo founded 
Reef Relief. Through Reef Relief, hundreds of 
individuals participate in many coral protection 
initiatives. They install mooring buoys along 
the coastal reefs of the Florida Keys in order to 
prevent anchor damage. Reef Relief also spon- 
sors a public education program, teaching indi- 
viduals not to touch, stand, or walk on the 
reefs. In addition, community members volun- 
teer for the Marine Debris cleanup effort and 
water quality research activities. 


April 23 


Midnight Basketball League, Inc., of Hyattsville, 
MD. The league was initiated by G. Van Stan- 
difer, the former town manager, in response to 
escalating crime rates and drug related activi- 
ties in the Glenarden township. He recognized 
that basketball is a magnet which may be used 
to lure young adults off the street and into a 
productive environment. The program oper- 
ates between 10 p.m. and 2 am., 3 nights 
weekly during the summer months. Young 
men between the ages of 17 and 21 are eligible 
to participate. The league is supported by 
members of the law enforcement community, 
many of whom actively participate as coaches 
and referees. Local business community mem- 
bers donate funds and sponsor teams. The 
league coordinates 3 games each night, and 
professionals offer workshops between each 
game on educational opportunities and on the 
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dangers of drug involvement. Young people 
who would ordinarily congregate on street cor- 
ners now meet in the Glenarden Community 
Center Gym. 


April 24 


Donald Edwin Horton, of Minneapolis, MN. Mr. 
Horton founded Operation Uplift, a creative 
alternative to monetary payment for legal serv- 
ices. When an attorney represents a client who 
cannot afford legal representation, the client is 
asked to serve others in their community in 
exchange for the legal services. Clients sign 
Operation Uplift agreements in which they 
promise to volunteer their services for the 
same number of hours as their attorney works 
on their matter. In addition, Mr. Horton has 
expanded the program within his own office. 
For the time he spends evaluating cases before 
a client hires him, clients are urged to recipro- 
cate with community service, even if the client 
can afford the legal services. 


April 25 


MAD DADS, of Omaha, NE. MAD DADS is an 
organization committed to providing young 
men with strong male role models, helping 
them to resist the temptations of drug abuse 
and gang involvement. MAD DADS (Men 
Against Destruction—Defending Against Drugs 
and Social Disorder) was founded by John 
Foster when his son returned home one night 
after having been beaten by gang members. 
He coordinated a volunteer group of 18 men 
striving to “get strong black men onto the 
streets and into the lives of their children.” 
Today there are over 550 volunteers. The vari- 
ous projects include speaking to schoolchildren, 
painting over graffiti, patrolling streets, provid- 
ing protection from gang threats, and sponsor- 
ing positive community events. In addition, a 
surrogate father program and a street counsel- 
ing program hires unemployed black men, 
trains them in parenting and counseling skills, 
and assigns them to homes lacking adult male 
role models or to the streets where young 
people congregate. 


April 26 


Lawndale Community Church Ministry, of Chi- 
cago, IL. In 1984 the Lawndale Christian 
Health Center was established to provide af- 
fordable health care to needy individuals. The 
volunteer staff of dentists, radiologists, orthope- 
dic surgeons, pharmacy students, and physical 
therapists cares for over 450 patients per week. 
The center has also provided accredited train- 
ing to senior medical students who have ex- 
pressed an interest in serving low-income pa- 
tients upon completion of their training. The 
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Lawndale Education Ministry supplements the 
education of children in the community. This 
effort provides children with one-on-one tutor- 
ing, computer classes, ACT (American College 
Testing) and SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Testing) 
preparation classes, job training programs, and 
a summer program focusing on reading, math, 
spiritual development, and black history. The 
Lawndale College Opportunity Program pro- 
vides students with college scholarships and 
positive role models. The Lawndale Communi- 
ty Church Housing Ministry provides afford- 
able housing to low-income families. And the 
Clothing, Food, and Benevolence Ministry pro- 
vides emergency food and clothing. 


April 27 


Shelley Joyce Spell, of Houston, TX. After learn- 
ing that a large number of her peers had expe- 
rienced child abuse also, Ms. Spell founded 
Teens Against Child Abuse (TACA). For over 3 
years, Ms. Spell has coordinated TACA’s after- 
school meetings, where TACA members share 
their experiences, offer information on child 
abuse, listen to professionals speak on the sub- 
ject, and coordinate special fundraising events. 
Ms. Spell encourages parents, teachers, law en- 
forcement officials, and counselors to partici- 
pate in support meetings and other activities. 
She represents TACA at hearings, fundraising 
events, and other organizations’ meetings. 
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The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





April 22 
The President returned to the White 


House after a 3-day trip to Alabama and 
Florida. 


April 23 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 


—Deputy Secretaries from each Cabinet 

agency, for lunch; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 

Brady; 
—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the morning, the President participat- 
ed in a proclamation signing ceremony for 
National Volunteer Week and in a tribute 
to daily Points of Light and government 
employees in community service in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. 

In the afternoon, President Bush tele- 
phoned King Hussein I of Jordan to discuss 
Middle East issues. He also telephoned 
President Hafiz al-Assad of Syria to discuss 
the hostage situation in the Middle East and 
to thank Syria for its role in the release of 
Robert Polhill. 

._ The White House announced that the 
President has asked the Congress to consid- 
er several amendments to the fiscal year 
1991 request for appropriations. In addi- 
tion, he asked the Congress to consider sev- 
eral fiscal year 1990 supplemental requests. 
He is concurrently sending the Congress a 
special message proposing rescissions that 
would offset the increased fiscal year 1990 
costs that result from the supplemental re- 
quests. As required by law, he is submitting 
two requests for fiscal year 1990 supple- 
mental appropriations for the legislative 
branch and two fiscal year 1991 budget 
amendments for the judiciary. 


April 24 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Congressional leaders, to discuss the 
U.S. response to Soviet economic sanc- 
tions against Lithuania; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—the University of Wisconsin Badgers, 
the National Collegiate Athletic Asso- 
ciation hockey champions; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 





The President announced his intention to 
nominate Andrew Camp Barrett to be a 
member of the Federal Communications 
Commission for a term of 5 years from July 
1, 1990. This is a reappointment. 


April 25 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 

a reception for the Connecticut Republican 
Party in the Indian Treaty Room of the Old 
Executive Office Building. 

The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress the annual report of the National En- 
dowment for Democracy for fiscal year 
1989. 

The President appointed Gen. Colin L. 
Powell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, to be a Governor of the Board of Gov- 
ernors of the American National Red Cross 
for a term of 3 years. He would succeed 
William J. Crowe, Jr. 

The President appointed Jan B. Vicek, of 
Maryland, to be the Federal Representative 
of the United States to the Western Inter- 
state Nuclear Board. He would succeed 
Lawrence F. O’Donnell. Currently Mr. 
Vicek serves as a partner with the law firm 
of Sutherland, Asbill and Brennan in Wash- 
ington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate the following individuals to be 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
Rural Telephone Bank: 


Charles H. Bronson, Jr., of Florida. Mr. Bronson 
would succeed William F. Stake. Currently he 
is a self-employed rancher in Satellite Beach, 
FL. 

Bruce L. Gardner, of Maryland. Mr. Gardner 
would succeed John William Bode. Currently 
he serves as Assistant Secretary for Economics 
at the Department of Agriculture in Washing- 
ton, DC. 

Roland R. Vautour, of Vermont. This is a reap- 
pointment. Mr. Vautour serves as Under Secre- 
tary for Small Community and Rural Develop- 
ment at the Department of Agriculture in 
Washington, DC. 
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Adis Maria Vila, of Florida. Ms. Vila would suc- 
ceed John J. Franke, Jr. Currently she serves as 
Assistant Secretary for Administration at the 
Department of Agriculture in Washington, DC. 


April 26 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—the National Cattlemen’s Association 
leadership; 

—winners of the JFK Representative Vol- 
unteer of the Year Award; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a reception for the Republi- 
can Congressional Leadership Council at 
the National Museum of Women in the 
Arts. 

In the evening, President Bush hosted a 
state dinner for President Carlos Andrés 
Pérez of Venezuela on the State Floor at the 
White House. 


April 27 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate the following individuals to be 
members of the Board of Visitors to the 
United States Military Academy, for terms 
expiring December 30, 1992: 


John H. Lindsey, of Texas. He would succeed 
William D. Mounger. Currently Mr. Lindsey 
serves as owner of the Lindsey Insurance 
Agency, in Houston, TX. 

Sally Freeman McKenzie, of Texas. She would 
succeed George B. Price. Currently Mrs. 
McKenzie serves on the board of directors for 
Pier One Imports, in Dallas, TX. 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted April 24 


Steven E. Steiner, 

of Maryland, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-Counsel- 
or, for the rank of Ambassador during his 
tenure of service as United States Repre- 
sentative to the Special Verification Com- 
mission. 


Jimmy C. Carter, 

of Georgia, to be United States Marshal for 
the Southern District of Georgia for the 
term of 4 years, vice Larry James Stubbs, 
term expired. 


James F. Blumstein, 

of Tennessee, to be Administrator of the 
Office of Information and Regulatory Af- 
fairs, vice S. Jay Plager, resigned. 


Andrew Camp Barrett, 

of Illinois, to be a member of the Federal 
Communications Commission for a term of 
5 years from July 1, 1990 (reappointment). 


Ming Hsu, 

of New Jersey, to be a Federal Maritime 
Commissioner for the remainder of the 
term expiring June 30, 1991, vice Elaine L. 
Chao, resigned. 


James S. Halpern, 

of the District of Columbia, to be a Judge of 
the United States Tax Court for a term ex- 
piring 15 years after he takes office, vice 
Meade Whitaker, retired. 


Withdrawn April 24 


Victor Stello, Jr., 

of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Energy (Defense Programs), vice Sylvester 
R. Foley, Jr., resigned, which was sent to 
the Senate on July 24, 1989. 
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Submitted April 25 


Peter Jon de Vos, 

of Florida, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-Counsel- 
or, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Liberia. 


James J. West, 

of Pennsylvania, to be United States Attor- 
ney for the Middle District of Pennsylvania 
for the term of 4 years, vice David Dart 
Queen, resigned. 


Submitted April 26 


Kenneth L. Ryskamp, 

of Florida, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the Eleventh Circuit, vice Paul H. 
Roney, retired. 
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United States Circuit Judge for the Elev- 
enth Circuit 


Announcement: 

Nomination of James J. West to be United 
States Attorney for the Middle District of 
Pennsylvania 
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Budget reform proposals 
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Press briefing on President Bush’s meeting 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved April 23 


H.R. 3968 / Public Law 101-274 

To further delay the applicability of certain 
amendments to the Public Health Service 
Act that relate to organ procurement orga- 
nizations 


H.R. 1048 / Public Law 101-275 
Hate Crime Statistics Act 


Approved April 25 


S.J. Res. 242 / Public Law 101-276 
Designating the week of April 22 through 
April 28, 1990, as “National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week” 
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